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My Father's- Hand 
By Sara Leader Hamilton 


HE night was dark, the wind moaned 
through the trees. 
The fog lay thick, a heavy, wet, cold 
mantle on the land. 
I scarce could see three steps ahead, and 
yet I felt no fear 
For my small hand was in my father’s 
hand — 
Warm, strong, assuring to my timid heart 
That we’d soon see the cheery home 
lights burn, 
And hear the greetings of the loved ones, 
' who 
Were waiting eagerly for our return. 


The times are dark. The world moans 


in its pain. 
The fogs of doubt lie heavy on the 
land. 
And yet—a woman now—lI feel no 
fear 
With my hand resting in my Father’s 
hand. 


For He will never, never let it slip. 
From His strong clasp, no matter 
where I roam. 
And some day, hand in hand with Him, 
rll reach 
And enter into my eternal Home. 


° we 


When To Take Advice 


' , How can we know whether we ought 
‘ to take someone else’s advice? A nice 
balance is required here, as in many 
other matters in the Christian life, for 





we ought to steer carefully between 
the rocks of proud obstinacy on the one 
hand, and the muddy shoals of too great 
pliability on the other. If we have an 
important decision to make, and a friend 
advises us, it is well to ask ourselves 
such questions as these: Is he a Chris- 
tian? Does he make the Bible his stand- 
ard of life? Is his life consistent with 
his profession? Does he give evidence 
that he is obeying the Lord’s command, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness”? Does he know you 
well? Is he familiar with the condi- 
tions under which you live at home and 
work in the office, and does he know 
your own limitations of health and 
strength? Have you good reason to be- 
lieve his advice is given unselfishly and 
out of real love for you? Your own 
private answer to these questions should 
throw a flood of light on whether or 
not you should take his advice seriously. 


Beware of rejecting it merely berause 
his personality does not appeal to you, 
or because you do not agree on some 
minor points, or because his counsel was 
not given ‘in the most tactful way. God 
does use consecrated, Christian friends 
as factors in making known His will 
for us, and we ought never to become 
so set in our ways and so hard of heart 
that we are unwilling to listen to them. 
Having heard their counsel, we ought 


*to test it in the light of the Scriptures, 


providential circumstances, and the lead- 
ing of the Spirit of God in our own 
hearts. God does not always tell us at 
once what course we should take, but 
as we wait upon him, submitting our 
own wills to His, we can be sure that 
He will lead us. “Thine ears shall hear 
a word behind thee, saying, This is the 
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left” 
(Isa. 30:21). 


Thoughts on Christian Letter Writing 


An editorial by Walter L. Wilson, M.D. 


INCE our blessed Lord has said that 
our conversation should be with 
grace seasoned with salt, then the 

conversation placed on paper in the form 
of a letter should be of the same char- 
acter. Paul describes himself as a pen 
dipped not in ink but in the Spirit of 
God writing not on parchment but upon 
human hearts. Our letter writing should 
be of the same nature. We should’ have 
a purpose in view. The letter shoul 
be written legibly, should contain some. 
thing worth reading, and should begin 
and end with a gracious mark of esteem 
and respect. 

The subject matter of the letter should 
be profitable and interesting. The per- 
son who receives it should feel that the 
writer has a high personal regard for 








Comfort fer Dark Days 
“For the Lord God is a sun and 
shield: the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly” (Psa. 84:11). 




















him and a deep desire to impart inter- 
esting information to him. When he has 
finished reading the letter he should feel 
that he has had a real visit with his 
friend which has been uplifting and 
inspiring. Common things said in an un. 
common way will be remembered. 

We should bear in mind the fact that 
a letter makes a permanent impression. 
Conversations cannot be recalled ver- 
batim, but letters can be read repeat- 
edly. They should be of such a char- 
acter that they are worth reading many 
times. They should carry messages 
which stir the> soul to fervent devotion 
and enlighten the mind with deeper 
knowledge. By careful description and 
unique presentation, even the most com- 
mon and ordinary things may be made 
of vital: interest. 


Written conversation should not only 
cover clearly and thoroughly the sub- 
ject under discussion, but should also 
impart some spiritual blessing to the 
reader. Usually there is some Scrip- 
ture that can be properly applied to 
any matter being considered. The mem- 
ory should be active and the mind alert 
to bring into the letter some truth from 
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Heaven that will impress the reader’s 
heart. The Scripture deals with domes- 
tic relationships, labor problems, fi- 
nances, love, sorrow, ambition, travel, 
and every subject about which any letter 
could be written. We should take occa- 
sion to use God’s message to bring joy, 
gladness, vision, and hope to those to 
whom we write. ; 

At the bus and railroad stations and 
at the airport we often hear the expres- 
sion, “Let me hear from you.” Those 
who are left behind want some word 
from the one who has gone away. We 
owe it to our friends and loved ones to 
keep them informed. Intermingled with 
news of interest there may be a word 
about the leading of the Lord in cer- 
tain paths, or some new revelation of 
God’s love and grace in His Word, or 
some new answer to prayer. 

Care should be exercised to omit from 
letters any sting or bitterness which 
might be occasioned through misunder- 
standing or wrongdoing. No good is’ 
accomplished by it, and ultimately it 
brings nothing but sorrow and regret. 
If unpleasant circumstances exist, the 
purpose of the letter should be to cor- 
rect, to encourage, to help, or to en- 
lighten, and there is always plenty of 
Scripture to apply to obtain the desired 
results. 

Even business letters should be savored 
with the grace of God by a spirit of 
kindness and helpfulness. If it is neces- 
sary to write about a prolonged delay in 
the delivery of goods, suggest in a kindly 
way that perhaps shortage of help, 
volume of work, or transportation dif- 
ficulties have hindered the delivery. 
Then follow with a request that some- 
thing be done to hasten delivery, please. 
Sugar attracts more flies than vinegar, 





Another Good Sample 


Perhaps readers would like to 
gee the letter that Dr. Wilson 
himself wrote when he sent his 
editorial to the Tres. Here it is: 

Dear Brother: 

Here is the article which you 
requested in your good letter of 
January 23.... 

I am not sure that I am really 
capable of writing an acceptable 

cle, but I am enclosing my 
maiden effort on this subject and 
have no objection if you use the 
shears, the axe, the cleaver, and 
the match to eliminate, change, 
and alter the contents. Help 
yourself to surgery. 

Cordially yours in 
Christian bonds, 
Walter L. Wilson. 

(None of the alarming array 
of tools that Dr. Wilson men- 
tioned was used on his article, and 
even the proverbial blue pencil — 
it’s usually red or black in the 
Tres offices— was scarcely used 
at all—Ed.) 
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and kindness incites to better efforts 
than bitterness, 

In replying to those who have written 
for spiritual help, be sure to diagnose 
the case before sending an answer. Here 


is a sample letter in which the diagnosis : 


was easily made: 


For some time I have been distressed 
about my condition before God. I do 
not have peace, though I have sought 
for it in every wer know how. As 
a girl I joined the Baptist church. Then 
as I grew older I met and married a 
Presbyterian. I united with his church 
in order to be with him, Several years 
later I lost my husband. Believing 
that I would feel more at home in a 
Baptist church I joined it again. 
have been immersed and sprinkled, 
but I have never had any peace in 
my life. Can you tell me how to get 
the peace I am seeking? 

A careful reading of this letter re- 
vealed plainly that the friend was occu- 
pied with herself— with “I.” She was 
seeking for peace, but not for the lovely 
One who could give peace. The follow- 
ing answer was sent to her: 

Your good letter contains too much 
“I” and not enou of Christ. You 
will have peace when you accept the 
blessed One who gives peace — the 
Lord Jesus Christ. e is the Prince 
of Peace. “Therefore being. justified 
by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
5:1). “For he [the Lord Jesus] is our 
peace...” (Eph, 2:14). He is God's 
gift to you, John 3:16. Accept Him. 
This letter accomplished the desired 

results. At first the friend was incensed 
at the brevity of the letter and then 
distressed over the character of it. She 
was a nurse. She walked the floor all 
night in terrible soul trouble. But at 
5 a.m. she kneeled in her room and said: 
“Lord. Jesus, the answer I received is 
correct. I have been thinking of myself 
and my peace instead of You and Your 
gift of peace. I accept You right now 
as the Lord of my life and the One who 
made peace for me.” A correct diag- 
nosis of her need led to a pointed but 
kind and effective reply to meet that 
need. , 

Letters inquiring about the way of 
salvation need very careful replies and 
correct use of Scripture. One day I re- 
ceived a letter (four pages, typewritten, 
‘with single spacing) from a prominent 
religious leader and song writer known 
throughout the United States. He stated 
that for many years he had been a 
leader in Christian circles and yet was 
conscious all the time that he was not 
saved himself. His pride’ and his place 
of leadership prevented him from .com- 
ing to the Lord as a lost sinner. Now 
that he was nearing the.end of the jour- 
ney, he felt that he could not continue 
the hypocrisy. He asked for light on 
the way of salvation. 

In replying it would have been so 
easy to reprove and rebuke this man for 
his long years of hypocrisy and of fool- 
ing the public. He could have been 
brought to task for his false position. 
However, this would not have brought 
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him any peace or have accomplished 
the desired results. I replied as follows: 


Our blessed Lord is long-suffering, 
kind, and gracious. The Scripture 
says, “Love suffereth long, and is kind.” 

e Saviour will give you a cordial 
welcome if you will come to Him now. 
Let me suggest that you read in the 

’ order in which I give them the follow- 
ing pasar John 3:16, John 1:12, 
and 1 John 5:12. The first verse tells 
me that God has piven you His Son. 

e second says that you should ac- 
cept His Son. The third tells you the 
blessed results which will follow when 
you accept Him. Do.-this alone in your 
room, my friend, and then turn your 
face Heavenward with thanksgiving 
for such a Saviour. 


About ten days later his answer came 
back filled with the joy of the Lord 
and the fragrance of Heaven. He was 
spared for several years of fruitful serv- 

(Continued on page 501) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Further Light a . 


Resurrection Appearances 


Dr. Ironside’s discussion of the 
Easter Lesson brought the following two 
questions from readers. His replies fol- 
low the letters. 


In view of Mark 16: 9, did dear Dr. 
Ironside make a mistake in the Easter 
Lesson when he stated that our Lord 
appeared first to the women who 
brought the spices to the, tomb?—A 
Florida reader. : 
The Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoor 

Times has sent on your question regard- 
ing the Lord’s appearance to the women 
who brought spices to the tomb. 


I note there is considerable difference 
of opinion as to just which persons He 
appeared first, whether to Mary Mag- 
dalene separately in the garden or -the 
women. ‘But following the majority of 
chronologists on that subject, I am in- 
clined to think He appeared to the 
women first; though, as I mentioned in 
my article, I realize it is not possible 
to be absolutely certain as to this’ 


I have been taking and enjoyin 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes for severa 
ears. A great help in teaching my 
ible class from + may | to Sunday. 
Kindly note in Dr. Ironside’s, com- 
ments on the lesson for Easter about 
the eleven meeting in the up room 
the first day of wap oer g of the resur- 
rection. I presume that it is just a mis- 
take on his part, because was it not 
trué Judas was not with them nor 
Thomas, so that would leave only ten 
at the time?’ Had Judas hung himself 
then already?—A Minnesota reader 


Of course, you are correct that, there 
were only ten'present at the.time of our 
Lord’s first appearahce to them; but I 
used the term “the eleven” in the way 
I think you will find it used in Scripture 
as designating the disciples who re- 
mained faithful’ after the defection of 
Judas. “ i ' ' W344 
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The Millennium and Afterward 


Abundant Scriptural ground for believing 
in Christ's reign of a thousand years 


Latin word meaning a thou- 
sand years. ‘It is sometimes 
said that we ought not to use the word 
in our Bible teaching because it is not 
found in the Bible. The same thing 
might be said about the Trinity. The 
Bible does not contain such a word, 
but the doctrine of the Trinity is a true 
Bible doctrine nevertheless. 
“Millennium” is not only a Bible doc- 
tripe, it is also a Bible word, for it is 
found six times in a single chapter, the 
twentieth chapter of the Revelation. 
Naturally it is translated into English, 
and it is always a thousand years. In 
verse 2 Satan is arrested and bound for 
a thousand years; in verse 3 he is cast 
into the bottomless pit for a thousand 
‘years; in verse 4 the: redeemed live and 
reign with Christ for a thousand years; 
in verse 5 it is written that the rest of 
the dead live not again until the thou- 
sand years are finished; in verse 6 those 
partaking in the first resurrection are 
priests of God and of Christ, and they 
reign with Him a thousand years; and 
in verse 7 Satan is temporarily loosed 
out of his prison when. the thousand 
years are expired; and finally Satan, 
together with the lost dead, is cast into 
the lake of fire. 


The Four Schools of Thought 


So there will be a millennium. There 
will be a period of a thousand years, 
during which the Christ of God will 
reign as King over all the earth, and His 
redeemed ones will be associated with 
Him in His reign, sharing His glory. 
“Do ye not know that the saints shall 
judge the world? . . Know ye. not 
that we shall judge angels?* *(1 Cor. 
6:2, 3.) 

There are four. schools of thought 
concerning the millennium. We have 
premillennialism, postmillennialism, pro- 
millennialism, and amillennialism. 

“Pre” means before. The premillen- 
nialist believes that the second advent 
of Christ will come before the millen- 
nium. : 

“Post” means after. The postmillen- 
nialist believes that the second advent 
of Christ will come after the millen- 
nium. 

“Pro” means fof. The promillennial- 
ist isn’t sure: whether there will be a 
millennium, but if there is one, he is 
for it. 

“A” means no. The amillennialist 
denies that there will be a millennium. 

To this writer it seems clear that ‘the 
Scriptures definitely teach that Christ’s 


SOA atin word is a compound 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D. 


Readers have expressed keen inter- 
est in Dr. Pettingill’s series of articles 
on prophecy. Several hundred new 
subscriptions have been received in 
recent weeks, and it is evident that 


4 2 large number of these came in 


because people wanted to know for 
themselves and have their friends 
know what the Bible\has to say to 
us about the treniendous events of 
the last days of this age. 

There will be one more article 
in this present series in which Dr. 
Pettingill will answer questions that 
have come to him from Times 
readers as a result of this series of 
seven articles. 








coming as King must take place before 
there can be such a thing as a thou- 
sand years of righteousness and peace 
in the earth. He does not hesitate to 
charge upon the postmillennial philos- 
ophy the responsibility for much of the 
Modernism which has beset us. Any 
other than the premillennial interpreta- 
tion wrests the Scripture, and works 
mischief in the minds of God’s people. 
The premillennialist takes his stand upon 
the plain literal meaning of the Word 
of God. “To the law and to the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no 
light in them” (Isa. 8:20). 

In the covenant with David, God 
promised that David’s house, his throne, 
and his kingdom should be established 
forever (2 Sam. 7:16). David’s house 
and kingdom were afterward divided, 
and the throne. was .emptied’ by the 
armies of Nebuchadnezzar. The king 
then occupying the throne was Coniah, 
and God decreed that Coniah should 
not be restored to His kingdom, and that 
no man of his seed should prosper, sit- 
ting upon the throne of David, and rul- 
ing any more in Judah (Jer. 22: 24-30). 
But in the chapter immediately follow- 
ing, God promised to “raise unto David 
a righteous Branch, and a King shall 
reign. and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth... 
and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS” (Jer. 23:5, 6). So He is to be 
human, a descendant of David; and He 
is to be divine, for His name is JEHO- 
VAH. And, mind, His reign is not in 
Heaven, but “in the earth.” 

He must be a descendant of David, 
and He must not be a descendant of 
Coniah. If the reader will now con- 
sult the genealogical tables of Matthew 
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1 and Luke 3, he will find that Joseph, 
the foster father but not the real father 
of Jesus, was descended from David 
through Solomon and through Coniah 
(called Jechonias in Matt. 1:11). There- 
fore, by his descent from Coniah, Joseph 
himself was disqualified as a successor 
to David’s throne, and so also would 
any son of Joseph be disqualified. 

On the other hand, the genealogy 
given in Luke 3 is that of‘the virgin 
Mary’s father Fli (called Heli in v. 23), 
and therefore, of course, that of Mary 


_ herself, and of our Lord Jesus Himself. 


And here the lineage is traced from 
David, but not through Solomon, nor 
through Coniah. According to the flesh 
our Lord descended from David through 
his son Nathan (Luke 3:31). 

Thus it is shown that, being born: of 
the virgin, in fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14 
(cf. Matt. 1:18-25), Jesus of Nazareth 
qualifies as the “righteous Branch” of 
Jeremiah 23:5, 6, and the legitimate suc- 
cessor of David. 

The wonderful predictions of Isaiah 
9:6, 7, have already been fulfilled in 
part, and literally fulfilled; therefore we 
have a right to expect the literal. ful- 
fillment of the remainder. The Child 
has been born—that is in Bethlehem; 
the Son has been given—at Calvary; 
but the government is not yet upon His 
shoulder. He is already and rightfully 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, and the Everlasting Father In 
due time He will be manifested as the 
Prince of Peace, in a government and 
peace whose increase shall be endless, 
“upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to estab- 
lish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.” 


David’s Throne Still Vacant 


Likewise, the promises brought to the 
virgin Mary by the angel Gabriel (Luke 
1:31-33) have been fulfilled in part, and 
literally fulfilled; therefore we have a 
right to expect the literal fulfillment of 
the remainder. She did conceive in her 
womb, she did bring forth a Son, she 
did call His name Jesus, He was and 
is great, He was and is called the Son 
of the Highest—all this has been ac- 
complished, and literally accomplished; 
and in due time, in an equally literal 
manner, “the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: 
and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.” 





1 This mysterious title would be better un- 
derstood if translated ‘the father of the ages.” 
Our Lord Jesus is the One by whom God 
“planned the ages”; by Him “the ages were 
framed” (Heb. 1:3 and 11:3, literally; see 
Scofield margin). The dispensations were His 
arrangement, and as a part of the plan, when 
it came to the creation of the material uni- 
verse, “things which are seen were not made 
of things which do appear” (Heb. 11:3).— 
W. iL. P. 
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When will He come? Immediately 
after the’ great tribulation (Matt. 24: 
29, 30). 

How will He come? In like manner as 
He went away (Acts 1:11). Bodily, vis- 
ibly, in the clouds of heaven (Matt. 
24: 30). 

Where will He come? To the Mount 
of Olives which is before Jerusalem on 
the east (Zech. 14:4). 

To what will He come? To a mourn- 
ing people and an evil world (Zech. 12; 
Matt. 24:37-39). 

What will He do when He comes? 

“He shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other” 
(Matt. 24:31). This has to do with His 
elect nation, Israel, which will be gath- 
,ered out of all countries and brought 
to the land of Palestine, in an exodus 
which will so far overshadow the exodus 
under Moses as to blot it out of mem- 
ory; so “that they shall no more say, 
‘The Lord liveth, which brought up the 
children of Israel out of the land.of 
Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, which 
brought up and which led the seed of the 
house of Israel out of the north country, 
and from all countries whither I had 
driven them; and they shall dwell ‘in 
their own land” (Jer. 23:7, 8). 

“Behold, I will gather them out of all 
countries, whither I have driven them 
in thine anger, and in my fury, and in 
great wrath; and I will bring them again 
unto this place, and I will cause them 
to dwell safely: and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God: and 
I will give them one heart; and one way, 
that they may fear me for ever, for the 
good of them, and of their children after 
them: and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn 
away from them, to do them good: but 
I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from me. Yea, I 
will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land as- 
suredly with my whole heart and with 
my whole soul” (Jer. 32:37-41). 

Before God thus transforms and plants 
Israel in the land, the rebels among 
them will be sifted out, and “they shall 
not enter into the land of Israel” (Ezek, 
20: 33-38) . 

The Scriptures on the subject of Is- 
rael’s future and her place in God’s plan 
for the redemption of the world are so 
numerous as to constitute an “embar- 
rassment of riches.” Most emphatically 
and frequently throughout the Book, 
God has declared His purpose to make 
the despised Jew the instrument in His 
hands to “fill the face of the world with 
fruit” (Isa. 27:6). 

I am not unaware of the Anglo-Israel 
theory, that would distinguish between 
Israel and the Jews, insisting that the 
promises of future blessing are to “the 
true Israel,” consisting of the English- 
speaking peoples df the world, and not 
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to the Jews. But there is one verse in 
Zechariah 8:23 which exposes the fal- 
lacy of such reasoping: “Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall 
come to pass, that ten men shall take 
hold out of all languages of the nations, 
even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with 
you: for we have heard that God is 
with you.” See also Isaiah 27:6, where 
they “that come of Jacob” are identified 
with “Israel,” 

When the King comes ‘He will ascend 
the throne of His father David, and 
arraign before Him the living nation’s 
for judgment (Matt. 25:31-46). These 
Gentile peoples will be judged for their 
dealings with Isragl, called “My breth- 
ren” by the righteous Judge. This is 
not to be confused with the Judgment 
of the Great White Throne (Rev. . 20: 
11-15), which will take place after the 
thousand years. 

In the eleventh chapter of Isaiah there 
is a picture of the King and His reign: 
“And there shall come forth a rod out 
of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots: and the spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon him, -the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord; and shall make him of quick un- 
derstanding [literally, quick of scent; 
compare Matthew 16:23] in the fear of 
the Lord: and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove 
after the hearing of his ears.” He will 
not need to sit and listen to evidence, 
for He will know all about every. case; 
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and “with righteousness shall he judge 
the poor, and reprove with equity for 
the meek of the earth: and he shall 
smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath, of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. And right- 
eousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins” 
(vs. 1-5). 

In the rest of the chapter we are told 
of the deliverance of “the creation it- 
self” (Rom. 8:21). “They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain: 
for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 

The regathering of Israel again comes 
into view in verses 10-16; and in the 
twelfth chapter we see and hear the re- 
joicing of redeemed Israel, winding up 
with, “Cry out and shout, thou. inhgbi- 
tant of Zion: for great is the Holy One 
of Israel in the midst of thee.” 

As to the details prevailing in the 
millennial reign of our Lord, the Scrip- 
tures do not speak fully. There is an 
intimation in Isaiah 65:20 that the lon- 
gevity of the patriarchs may be restored, 
and also that there will be sin in the 
millennium: “There shall be no more 
thence an infant of days, nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days: for 
the child shall die an hundred years 
old; but the sinner being an hundred 
years old shall be accursed.” It will 
indeed be terrible for a man to go on 
a hundred years under the blessed reign 
of the Son of God without turning to 
Him ‘in his heart. 


(Continued on page 501) 


Lord’s Day 


Instead of the Sabbath of the Lew 


By E. B. JONES 


This is the third and final article on Seventh-Day Adventism by the 
executive director of the Religion Analysis Service. 


the Sabbath question, there 

seems to be “no end.” The 
same may be said of the variety of 
views expressed. James Augustus Hes- 
sey, in his lectures on Sunday, preached 
before the University of Oxford in 1860, 
catalogues six distinct views, and then 
says, “Of course I have not intended 
this enumeration to be an exhaustive 
one.” Certainly Dr. Hessey could not, 
in 436 pages, exhaust_so controversial a 
question! However, the Holy Spirit, 
through Paul, says, “Let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind” (Rom. 
14:5). 

My parents were Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists. As a boy,.I was “fully per- 
suaded” in their minds. Accepting “the 
tradition of the elders,” I supposed one 
of the most important verses of the Bible 
to be, “Remember the sabbath day, to 
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keep it holy.” Upon leaving home, an 
unsaved youth, I plunged into sin. But 
the Good Shepherd, reaching down in 
tenderness, gave me the spirit of peni- 
tence and a growing appreciation of the 
purchase price He had paid for me. In 
my first love for Him, I determined upon 
a punctilious performance of all His 
commandments. I joined‘a Seventh-Day 
Adventist church, and for years labored, 
both in America and in a foreign mis- 
sion field, to publish “the truth” as set 
forth in the. writings of Adventism’s 
self-styled “messenger of the Lord,” 
Mrs. E. G. White. 

Gradually, however, I had a presage 
of something wrong in the system. I was 
perplexed and _ perturbed, first about 
persons and practices,; then about prin- 
ciples. But, praise the Lord; He had 
truly saved me, indwelt me, equipped 
me with the warrior’s resource of 
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prayer, and the “more sure word of 
prophecy.” The time came when I no 
longer interpreted the Bible by Mrs. 
White’s writings, but interpreted Mrs. 
White’s writings by the Bible. The first 
of many questions that: I had to settle 
according to the rightly-divided Word 
of Truth, was, “Are we saved by grace 
through faith plus works, or by grace 
through faith plus nothing?” The last 
question of all was, “Should believers 
on this side of Calvary keep the sev- 
enth-day Sabbath or the first day of the 
week as the Lord’s Day?” 


Driven to the Scriptures 


The world, the flesh, and the Devil 
fought my progress every inch of the 
way. Not to mention the tactics em- 
ployed by the world and the Devil, I 
must in honesty say that my flesh cried 
out in protest against the thought of 
leaving Adventism. I was not very 
prompt about announcing publicly my 
findings against Adventism because of 
partisan pride in my church—my fam- 
ily’s church—into which we .had for 
years poured our best offerings of time, 
talents, energy, and influence. 

But Christ is, indeed, a divider of 
men. I testify humbly and thankfully 
that “the love of the truth” motivated 
me, so that, like the Bereans, I “searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so.” Providentially, certain 
helps were brought to my attention, 
among them the Scofield Reference 
Bible. Adventists regard this as rank 
poison, and regard us who touch it as 
heretics. “Nevertheless we made our 
prayer unto our God,” and touched it 
anyway. And it proved one of God’s 
means of showing me the panorama of 
the periods, the dispensations, through 
which His divine purpose unfolds in His 
dealings with humanity. 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever,” is the Adventists’ 
proof text regarding the perpetuity of 
the law. But the Word says that the 
changeless Christ “worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will’ (Eph. 
1:11). Like all Adventists, I once be- 
HMeved that because God’s rest, follow- 
ing His creative work, is mentioned in 
Genesis 2:1-3, the Sabbath was at that 
time given to Adam and mankind. I no 
longer believe this. There is no proof 
of it. The Sabbath was first made known 
to man (to the nation of Israel only) 
2,500 years after creation. The Israel- 
ites had just come out of Egyptian bond- 
age into the wilderness, where they hun- 
gered. God gave them manna and, as 
a special sign between Himself . and 
them, the Sabbath (Exod. 16:22-30). 
About a month later, He gave them the 
commandment, “Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep it holy”—the Sabbath 
which had recently been instituted. 
Throughout the Old Testament, this 
Commandment is often reiterated, but in 
the language that limits it to the He- 


brews, for the Sabbath was to be a 
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mark of distinction between them and 
other nations. (See Exod. 31:12-17; Deut. 
5:15; Ezek. 20:12; Neh. 9:13, 14.) 

The Philistines, the Amalekites, and 
other Gentiles never kept the Sabbath 
—never broke the Sabbath-- for it was 
not given to them. Nor was it given to 
Christians. By slow and painful degrees 
I reached this conclusion. Studying 
New Testament evidence, negative and 
positive, I found that neither Jesus nor 
any apostle enjoins Sabbath-keeping. 
I was impressed with the attitude of the 
“Lord of the Sabbath,” who performed 
seven recorded healings on the Sabbath 
Day. He was stigmatized as a Sabbath- 
breaker. “Therefore said some of the 
Pharisees, This man is not of God, be- 
cause he keepeth not the sabbath day” 
(John 9:16). 

I was impressed also with the attitude 
of “the apostle of the Gentiles,” who was 
“an Hebrew of the Hebrews,” educated 
as a Pharisee. It is significant, consid- 
erfng Paul’s background, that no injunc- 
tion to keep the Sabbath, no warning 
against breaking the Sabbath, ever came 
from his pen. The Holy Spirit moved 
Paul to teach that Christian proselytes 
from Judaism were delivered from the 
Sabbath, as from all other distinctively 
Jewish obligations (Col 2:13-17). To 
“converts” disposed to incorporate the 
old faith with the new, instead of turn- 
ing decisively to Christ, Paul calls their 
attempt to mingle Law with grace a sus- 
picious circumstance, indicating subfec- 
tion to obsolete ordinances — “beggarly 
elements” (Gal. 4:9-11). 


The Absence of Apostolic Emphasis 


I was impressed, too, with the pro- 
ceedings of the first Christian council 
(Acts 15). After debate as to how many 
points of Judaistic observance were 
“necessary” for Gentile Christians, it 
pleased “the apostles and elders with 
the whole church” to prescribe only 
four, among which Sabbath-keeping 
was not mentioned. James, president of 
the assembly, summarized: “It seeméd 
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to 
lay upon you no greater burden.” Cer 
tainly, for the Holy Ghost is one with 
the Church’s Head, whose “yoke is easy” 
and whose “burden is light.” 

Searching the New Testament for 
passages where the Jewish Sabbath is 
mentioned in relation to the Christian 
Church, I found but-two (Rom. 14:5; 
Col. 2:16), and both discourage its ob- 
servance. Adventists point out that Paul 
went into the synagogues on the Sab- 
bath. To my mind that shows only that 
he was a wise missionary, “redeeming 
the time” by preaching the Gospel of 
grace to any listeners, whethet in syna- 
gogue, prison, ship, or Greek Areopagus. 
Paul, after his conversion, kept the 
Lord’s Day. At Troas, he and his com- 
panions “abode seven days. And upon 
the first day of the week, when the dis- 
ciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto them” (Acts 20:6, 
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7). To the Corinthian church he wrote, 
“Concerning the collection for the saints 
. . . upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him-in 
store” (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). And to Hebrew 
Christians this exhortation, “Not for- 
saking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is, but 
exhorting one another” (Heb. 10:25). 
No day is mentioned here because by 
that time, I believe, the assembling of 
Christians on the first day of the week 
was a well-known practice. Obviously 


_ multitudes could not assemble regularly 


without some stated time being under- 
stood. 

The Scriptural name of our day of 
worship has come to us from “that dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved.” John, aged 
exile on Patmos, was in contemplation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ on His own 
day, and called it by the name which 
by that time (A.D. 96), had become 
usual in the Church —“the Lord’s Day” 
(Rev. 1:10). In meditation, John was 
not with his forefathers at “the mount 
which burned with fire,” hearing in 
imagination the thunderings of the cove- 
nant of the Law. He was, instead, with 
his risen Lord, “Jesus, the Mediator of 
the new covenant.” And now, as I love 
other New Testament names (e.g., “the 
Lord’s Body,” “the Lord’s Table”), I 
love this name — “the Lord’s Day.” 

Like thousands of sincere (but mis- 
taken) keepers of the Jewish Sabbath in 
this dispensation, I, too, once believed 
that all who observe Sunday honor “the 
pope’s day” — “a heathen day, the ven- 
erable day of the sun.” But when my 
investigation led me through the New 
Testament into a study of early Church 
history, I found Adventism’s “Rome- 
changed-the-Sabbath” teaching to be 
only a scarecrow. The united testimony 
of the “fathers,” from apostolic days to 
Constantine, shows that the infant 
Church kept not Saturday, but Sunday 
“in contradistinction,” to quote a phrase 
from Tertullian. I should like to quote 
also, had I the space, from the Didache 
document of apostolic times, and from 
Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Bardesanes, 
Eusebius, and others. Let the uncon- 
vinced look these up in any public 
library, for historic facts are substantial 
and stubborn affairs. 


The Example of the Eleven 


But the fact that loomed above all 
ethers in causing me to abandon the 
Sabbath of the Law in favor of the Lord’s 
Day, is the fact that our Lord Jesus 
Christ arose frém the dead “after the 
Sabbath, in the early dawn of the first 
day of the week” (Matt. 28:1, Wey- 
mouth). When believers meet on Sun- 
day, they follow the example of “the 
eleven ... and them that were with 
them” on the evening of the resurrec- 
tion day. 

“And their eyes were opened.” Praise 
the Lord, my long “holden” eyes, like 
those of the Emmaus disciples, were 
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finally opened. TI discerned the signifi- 
cance of that first Sunday service (Luke 
24: 32-49); and of the second, held one 
week later (John 20:26); and of that 
momentous Sunday service held seven 
weeks later, on the birthday of the 
Church (Acts 2). How all the types of 
Leviticus took on precious meaning for 
me—the Passover, the death of Christ; 
the sheaf of first-fruits, the resurrection 
of Christ; the feast of Pentecost, the 
descent of the Holy Ghost to form the 
Church. No wonder the Church keeps 
the first day, the day of her Lord’s tri- 
umph over death for her sake, the day 


-of the coming of her Comforter and 


indwelling Guide, the day of her own 
birth ! 

The Sabbath has never been changed. 
It was abolished with the rest of the 
Law. There is no such thing as a “Chris- 
tian Sabbath.” The Lord’s Day is a 
different institution, in contrast at almost 
all points with the Sabbath, which was 
always a time of rest. After creation, 
God rested from all His work. Under 
Law, Israelites were commanded to rest 
on the Sabbath... Under the New Cove- 
nant, “he that has entered into his 
{God’s] rest, he also has ceased from 
his own works, as God did from his” 
(Heb. 4:9, 10). 

Our Lord’s first work was material 
creation; His last work spiritual re-crea- 
tion. Israel’s Sabbath was physical rest; 
the believer’s Sabbath is spiritual rest. 
When our Lord cried, “It is finished!” 
He became the believer’s Rest. On the 
cross, the shadow gave place to the sub- 
stance. There our Lord ended the mate. 
rial Sabbath, and instituted the spiritual 
rest, the confirmation of which became 
effectual on the day of His resurrection. 

So I now rest in “THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 23:6). This is 
the Christian’s “rest” of Hebrews four 
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—the “rest” that “remaineth .. . to the 
people of God.” The believer’s Sabbath 
is now not a day, but a Person. The day 
was a shadow, but the “body” that cast 
the shadow is Christ (Col. 2:17). The 
shadow never gave rest. Christ has 
given rest! 

Only those who rest in Christ can 
enter into the spirit of genuine Lord's 
Day observance. The motive is no 
longer fear, but loving gratitude. I 
keep the Lord’s Day different from other 
days, not because I must, but because I 
may. Each Lord’s Day morning is to my 
now liberated soul an Easter morning, 
to be greeted with the glad hosanna, 
“The Lord is risen!” 

May the blessed privilege of worship- 
ing with those of like precious faith, 
never be taken away from us! Today 
our beloved country is money-mad and 
pleasure-mad. Multitudes are selling 
the Lord’s Day; and, however high their 
pay, are selling it too cheaply. “F4ith 
comes from a message heard” (Rom. 
10:17, Weymouth). For other multitudes, 
Sunday is fun day. But, as one who 
has Been saved to serve, I testify that 
using the Lord’s Day in spiritual activity 
affords me the sweetest joys of earth — 
a widening circle of Christian friend- 
ship, a deepening love for the Word, an 
ever closer walk with God—all these 
here, plus reward in Heaven for every 
“cup of cold water” I give! The Lord’s 
Day is my time.of special opportunity. 

Those reared in homes observing the 
Lord’s Day cannot realize what a long 
way Ihave come. “All the way my Sav- 
iour leads me.” I praise Him for hav- 
ing given me guidance in my search, 
grace to obey, and glory in tribulation. 
“To Him who is seated on the throne, 
and to the Lamb, be ascribed all bless- 
ing and honor and glory and might, until 
the Ages of the Ages!” 

MINNEAPOLIS. 


Evangelical Released-Time Education 


What it is and how it operates 


By P. J. Andreasen, Ph.D. 


Executive Director of Evangelical Released-Time Education, Inc. 


EPORTS by the International Coun- 

cil of Religious Education reveal 
some startling facts about released-time 
education, or, as they term it, “week- 
day schools of religion.” The enroll- 
ment has more than doubled, since 1943, 
and three times as many communities 
are now offering such week-day religious 
instruction. Thus we are informed that 
some 2,200 communities have an enroll- 
ment now of more than two million boys 
and girls. 

This matter is of supreme importance 
to evangelicals throughout our nation, 
since the aims of the International Coun- 
cil, as shown by their 1946 yearbook, 


and other literature, are shot through 
with Modernism, and therefore not the 
same as those of fundamentalist churches. 
Few evangelicals seem to realize that 
any type of a “mixed” program of re- 
leased-time education must of neces- 
sity prove to be inimical to evangeli- 
cal interests. Naturally, the liberals favor 
mixed programs above all others, since 
through such programs evangelicals join 
with the liberals and help them ii the 
destruction of their-own churches and 
Sunday schools. 

Evangelical Released-Time Education, 
Inc., was started in 1943, in California, 
to offset this element of compromise, 
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as well as this attempt by the I.C.R.E. 
and its various agencies to control the 
field of released-time education. Con- 
sequently the Evangelical Released- . 
Time Educatiom has met with the fiercest 
type of opposition by the followers of 
L.C.R.E. 


Now just what is Evangelical Re- 
leased-Time Education, Inc.? It is a 
separate and distinct corporation, or- 
ganized for the specific purpose of pro- 
moting a program of evangelical re- 
leased-time education, not only in Cali- 
fornia and in Colorado, but throughout 
our nation. In this field only it acts 
as the agent of certain evangelical de- 
nominations and scores of individual 
evangelical churches. It also represents 
countless individual evangelicals, who, 
while members of liberal or near-lib- 
eral churches, maintain an evangelical 
testimony in those churches. 


E.R.T.E. therefore transcends all de- 
nominational boundaries, uniting all 
evangelicals, for the sole purpose of win- 
ning our boys and girls to Christ and 
for, His Church; and especially those 
who are now unchurched. 

This movement of the E.R.T.E. had its 
birth in a prayer fellowship; it is being 
carried on by prayer. It is a spiritual 
movement in a Biblical sense; not 
merely another “organization.” E.R.T.E. 
works with all who love the Lord, irre- 
spective of their other affiliations. Its sole 
aim is to please HIM in all things; to 
obey His Word, because we most as- 
suredly believe it. 


The E.R.T.E. operates through local 
chapters, which are locally self-sus- 
tained and autonomous; yet working 
within the framework of the statement 
of faith, contained in the charter, as 
within the general policies and proced-. 
ures adopted by the organization. Each 
state has its own board of directors, 
made up of representatives from co- 
operating denominations and groups. 

The E.R.T.E. teachers are chosen with 
the greatest care. Only such will be 
employed as are trained, experienced, 
and licensed to teach. Their training 
must be in the field of both secular and 
Christian education. They must be able 
to teach the Word of God as efficiently 
as they would any other subject in the 
secular field. In addition, every teacher 
must have an intelligent knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, as personal Saviour and 
Lord, and be able to lead others to 
Him. Each must contract to. work 
within our statement of faith. 

E.R.T.E., Inc., has rendered valuable 
service in the field of interfaith co- 
operation, for it has broken down the 
control and the coercion practiced by 
LC.R.E. and its allied agencies, arid has 
reduced interfaith committees to clear- 
inghouses for the ¢hurches of any given 
community, without power to interfere 
with any group in its selection of mate- 


Tials and teachers, or in its method of* 



































Lesson for June | 


providing for the financial support of 
its program. 

This gives freedom of operation to 
evangelicals, who, because of their soul- 
saving program were constantly being 
charged with being “denominational” in 
their approach, and “doctrinal.” Yet I 
have never heard that charge laid to 
the programs of Roman Catholics and 
Jews, though we need never to be in 
doubt as to what use they make of the 
privilege of released-time education. 

E.R.T.E. stands ready always to syn- 
chronize its program with those of other 
operating groups in any community, 
‘ through the work of any truly inter- 
faith committee. But E.R.T.E. will pro- 
test to the limit the continuous and will- 
ful attempts on the part of I.C.R.E. to 
bar any group from participation that 
will not accept its coercive and per- 
versive controls. 

The results of the work of the E.R.T.E., 
where its program has been put into 
operation, have been gratifying beyond 
our hopes. Literally hundreds of un- 
churched boys and girls have been won 
for the Lord through our released-time 
classes, and are now being trained sys- 
tematically in the Word of God. 

What would it mean to our nation, if 
every boy and girl had at least the op- 
portunity to enter a class of reledsed- 
time Christian training in grade 4, and 
then continuing such classes of Christian 
instruction through senior high? Our 
boys and girls would come out of the 
public. schools with the equivalent of a 
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Bible school training; and instead of 
seven out of eight leaving. the Sunday 
school and the church at the age of fif- 
teen, as now is the case, we would 
reverse those figures and at least keep 
the seven for the Sunday school and 
the. church, and, of course, for the serv- 
ice of our Lord. 

It is well to bear in mind that any 
released-time program is parent-con- 
trolled; not teacher, nor preacher con- 
trolled. That is the American way; it is 
also the Christian way. 

Again, these children are not taught 
religion on public school premises, but 
are taken out from the public school 
to a near-by churclv for their instruction 
(hence the term “released”), thence to 
be returned within an hour to the pub- 
lic school. 

Since these programs are permissive 
only, and never mandatory, Christians 
should make the standards for these re- 
leased-time classes as high or higher 
than the standards ‘of the public schools. 
Such programs alone can demand the 
respect, confidence, and active good- 
will of schoolmen everywhere. 

Churches have often abused their 
privileges and carried on programs much 
below par. Let that never be said of 
the Lord’s people, who call themselves 
evangelical. Nor let it be said that they 
are unequally yoked together with lib- 
erals and near-liberals in a work that 
must of necessity destroy the very foun- 
dations which we profess. 

DENVER, COLO. 


Marshalling My Material for Teaching 


How one teacher assembles and correlates his comments and illustrations 


METHOD I have used in preparing 
; to teach Sunday school lessons dur- 
ing a period of nearly twenty years has 
proved so satisfactory in practice that 
I would like to pass it on to others. It 
has been in operation, perhaps, upwards 
of a thousand times, and if the Lord 
permits me to be a Sunday school 
teacher for another score of years, I shall 
continue to employ it. Surely this is 
“proof of the pudding.” 

Time was when getting ready to bring 
the lesson to my class I would write 
down on the margins, or in the small 
blank spaces between the verses, of the 
page having the Scripture passage, those 
thoughts I wished to bring out while 
teaching. But I found the space insuffi- 
cient at times, and often it was necessary 
to write additional thoughts on a sep- 
arate piece of paper. There was always 
the possibility of forgetting to refer to 
these. additional notes at the very time 
a particular verse was under discussion. 
Was there not some way by which I 
could hay available instantly all the 

thoughts on each verse? 


By E. WAYNE STAHL 


I solved the problem effectively by 
clipping from some Sunday school publi- 
cation the verses of the lesson to be 
taught. Each verse, or sometimes two 
of them were clipped, Then I took half 
sheets of typewriter paper and pasted 
on them the various clipped verses. On 
each page there were three or four 
“islands” of verses surrounded by an 
“ocean” of blank white paper. 

Thus I had an abundance of space on 
which to write every thought bearing 
directly on each vers, with the result 
that the danger of forgetting or over- 
looking some important thought was re- 
duced to the minimum. 

Of course a full sheet of typewriter 
paper can be used, if more blank space 
is desired. But I have found the half 
sheets are easier to manipulate. 

I frequently give out Scripture refer- 
ences, at the beginning of the lesson, on 
small slips of paper, so that various 
members of the class may look up and 
read the verses when called for. Pre- 
paring for this, I run a line from the 
particular pasted-up lesson verse to a 
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@ircle in the margin enclosing the ref- 
erence to be read. When we come to 
this verse I simply call for the refer- 
ence verse. 

Questions that have to do with certain 
passages ‘I write down right near them. 
Thus it is possible to avoid a “hop, skip, 
and jump” method of irregular or inter- 
mittent progress in going over the les- 
son. This .also helps to avoid back- 
tracking, or returning to a verse because 
the question or thought relating to it 
was passed over the first time the class 
came to it. 

In other words, this method gives a 
teacher command of his material, which 
may not be secured by simply trusting 
to memory. It enables him to bring 
out a thought “in season,” with the re- 
sult that its utterance becomes as “apples 
of gold in network of silver” (Prov. 
25:11, R.V.), Solomon’s shining simile 
for a “word fitly spoken.” 

Much of the interest manifested dur- 
ing the lesson period is due considér- 
ably, I have found, to my generous use 
of illustrations. This can be overdone, 
of course, in preaching, but there is not 
so much likelihood of such excess in 
teaching a Sunday school lesson. For 
years I have used most effectively illus- 
trations from THe SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
“Tllustration Round Table.” In fact, what 
success I have had in teaching my men’s 
Bible class I attribute largely to my use 
of these “windows” on @¢the lesson at 
every session. Formerly I made nota- 
tions near the verses on the sheet of 
paper to remind me of this or that illus- 
tration. 

But I have found a more excellent 
way. I write out the illuminating inci- 
dent on a sheet of paper of the same 
size as those on which I have pasted 
the Bible verses. You have surmised, 
I suppose, that I number all my pages. 
If the last page of the numbered sheets 
having the Scripture would be six then 
seven would be the one on which I 
would begin to write, word for word, 
these illustrations copied from the paper. 
The first illustration on page seven is 
numbered one in a circle. Near the 
proper Bible lesson verse on a preced- 
ing page I write “7.1,” with just a few 
words to help me recall what the anec- 
dote was. 

In case some of its details may not 
be clear in my memory, the numerical 
notation enables me to turn at once to 
the ‘complete illustration, as a “re- 
fresher.” It would use up too much of 
the white space around the verses te 
write the illustration on the same page 
with this Scripture. Writing out these 
illustrations may seem to some to be 
too much work, but I have found that 
this copying has the very profitable re- 
sult of impressing the incident on my 
mind. 

One could clip the illustrations and 
paste them near the verses, or on the 


(Continued on page 501) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. -JUNE 1. 


JUDAH’S UNSTEADY COURSE 


2 Kings 18 to 20; 2 Chronicles 29; printed text, 2 Kings 19:5-7, 32-37) 20:12-17 
Golden Text.—For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy Ges of Israel, In returning and seed shall ye be saved; in quietness 


and in confidence shall 


Kinc James Vession 

2 Kings 19:5 So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, 
Thus saith the Lorn; Be not afraid of the words which thou hast 
heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have 
blasphemed me. 

7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a 
rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will cause him 
to fall by the sword in his own land. 


32 Therefore ‘thus saith the Lorp concerning the king of Assyria, 
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor 
come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. 

32 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and 
shall not come into this city, saith the Lorp. 

34 For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, 
and for my servant David's sake. 

35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lorp 
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred 
fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the 
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and 
returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of 
Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote 


. 
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* armour, and all that was found 


be your strength.—Ise 


him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. 
And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 


Chap. 20:12 At that time Berodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, 

king of Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: for 
he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 
*13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all 
the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and 
the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his 
in his treasures: there was 
nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah 
shewed them not. 

14 Then came Isaiah the aieatiags unto king Hezekiah, and said 
unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they 
unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far coun- 
try, even from Babylon. 

15 And he said, What have they seen in thine house? And 
Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in mine house have 
they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not 


* shewed them. 


16 And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lorp. 
17 Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and 
that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall 
be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the Lorp. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 

By H. A. lronside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson of 
Te history of the kingdom of Judah 





from Rehoboam to Zedekiah is 





Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
Christian Churches, will be 
found beginning on page 502. 


land.” Sennacherib, the Assyrian king, 
was doomed to die. Fear of invasion 
by the Ethiopians caused him to return 
home, leaving Jerusalem unsubdued: 
There he was to be assassinated. 


‘< Verse 32.—“He shall not come into this 














mainly one of vacillation and de- 
clension, interspersed with remarkable 
periods of revival and blessing when- 
ever the leaders of the nation proved 


the Christian Era. 


one another throughout the centuries of 


city, nor shoot an arrow ‘there.” Be- 
cause of Hezekiah’s reliance upon Je- 
hovah He undertook to defend the vs, 
where He had set His’ name. 





to be men with an active interest in 
the things of God and a real concern 
for the blessing of the people. Kings 
like Asa, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah, Hezekiah, 
and Josiah sought to stand against the 
onrushing tide of idolatry and were the 
means of bringing temporary deliver-~ 
ance to Judah. Priests and prophets like 
Jehoiada (2 Chron. 24:2), Isaiah (2 Kings 
19:20), Jeremiah, and others witnessed 
against the evils prevailing, and sought 
to call the nation back to God. But 
although there were from time to time 
remarkable revivals, yet the general 
trend was downward, until at last judg- 
ment fell and; the kingdom departed 
from Judah. 

Hezekiah’s reign was, on the -whole. 
one upon which the divine approval 
rested, but even he failed in some par- 
ticulars, chiefly in that of welcoming the 
ambassadors of: the rising empire of 
Babylonia (2 Chron. 32:31). In this he 
gave way to pride and thus presaged 
the final destruction of the kingdom, 
through that very power. The attentive 
reader who is familiar with church his- 
tory will recognize the way similar times 
of declension and revival have followed 


The Historical Setting 


Hezekiah, one of the godliest of Judah’s 
kings, was the son of the ungodly Ahaz, 
but his mother, Abijah (2 Chron. 29:1), 
was evidently a woman of spiritual in- 
sight and one who guided her son aright. 
He reigned from about 726 B.C. to 698 B.C., 
and was succeeded’ by Manasseh, whose 
life was one of great wickedness. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Kings 19:5—“The servants of king 
Hezekiah came to Isaiah.” Jerusalem 
was under siege of the Assyrian army, 
commanded by Rabshakeh, who had 
blatantly defied the God of Israel, Heze- 
kiah sent messengers to the prophet 
Isaiah asking for special prayer that 
Jerusalem might be delivered. 

Verse 6.—“Be not afraid of the words 
which ‘thou hast heard.” Isaiah sent 


back a message of assurance. The con- 


flict was now between the king of As- 
syria and the God whom his servants 
had blasphemed. There could be but 
one result. The Lord would take up the 
challenge and prove His omnipotence. 
Verse 71—“He . . . shall return to his 
own land; and... fall... in his own 


Verse 33—“By the way that he 

. came shall he return.” The As- 

syrian onslaught was to prove utterly 

abortive. Their hopes of subduing Judah 

were vain, for God was fighting for His 
people. 

Verse 34.—“I will defend this city... 
for mine own sake.” In order that His 
own name might not be dishonored, God 
would undertake to destroy the enemy 
and.save His people. He could not for- 
get His promise to David (Psa. 89:20- 
37). 


Verse 35.—“That night ... the angel 
cof the Lord . .. smote in the camp of 
the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and 
five thousand.” It is evident that God 
sent a plague upon them so that the As- 
syrian army. was literally annihilated. 
When the people of Judah arose in the 
morning their foes were all dead men. 


Verse 36.—“Sennacherib . . . departed 

. and dwelt at Nineveh.” The defeated 
Assyrian king returned to his capital, 
having failed completely to carry out 
his vain boastings. 

Verse 37—“His sons smote*him with 
the sword.” While worshiping in one 
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of the idol temples Sennacherib was 
assassinated by two of his own sons. 
He was succeeded by Esarhaddon. 

Chap. 20:12.—“The . . . king of Baby- 
lon, sent letters and a present unto Heze- 
kiah.” A great miracle had been wrought 
when God healed Hezekiah of a deadly 
disease. The Babylonians used this as 
a pretext to spy out the land of Judah. 

Verse 13.—“Hezekiah . . . shewed them 
all... his precious things.” It was evi- 
dently pride that led to this display of 
his wealth. Had the king asked counsel 
of the Lord he would not have been 
thus ensnared. 


Verse 14—“Then -came Isaiah.” The 
prophet heard of the reception given 
to these idolaters and came to inquire 
particularly concerning all that had been 
said and done. 

Verse 15.—“There is nothing among 
my treasures that I have not shewed 
them.” Hezekiah did not realize what 
was involved in this act of folly. He 
had fallen into a snare by failing ‘to 
consult the Lord. 

Verse 16—“Hear the word of the 
Lord.” The prophet had come to de- 
liver a message of doom because of the 
weakness and carelessness of the king. 

Verse 17.—“All that is in thine house 

. shall be carried into Babylon.” As 
Assyria had carried away the northern 
kingdom, so Babylon was to destroy 
Judah, 

The Heart of the Lesson 

When God’s people count upon Him 
and walk in obedience to His Word He 
can always be depended upon to defend 
and protect them, no matter how seri- 
ous. the difficulties they have to face. 
But when they act independently and 
fail to seek to know and do His will 
they are certain to blunder and to put 
themselves in a place where God will 
refuse to intervene on their behalf. 
Lesson Outline 

HEZEKIAH’S VACILLATION 
. Reliance on God (chap. 19: 1-5) 
. Jehovah’s answer (vs. 6, 7) 
. His word fulfilled (vs. 32-37) 
. Pretended friends (chap. 20:12) 
. A foolish blunder (v. 13) 
. The prophet’s inquiry (vs. 14, 15) 
. The word of the Lord (vs. 16, 17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Two Letters. When Rabshakeh, the 
Assyrian general, sent a letter of blas- 
phemy “to rail on the Lord God of Is- 
rael,” to Hezekiah, he went to his knees 
and spread the letter out before the Lord 
(2 Kings 19:14). As a result, God inter- 
vened in grace for Judah and in judg- 
ment on their foes. But when the king 
of Babylon sent his ambassadors with 
a letter and a present to the king of 
Judah, his vanity was stirred and he 
acted without referring the matter to 
God at all, and so made a fatal mistake. 
Surely, there is a lesson in this for us 


NJIourwnr 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES 


Last Week's Lesson 
8 May 25.—The Fall of the Northern 
Kingdom (Temperance Lesson). 
2 Kings 5:1-15; 15:8 to 17:41; Isaiah 28:1-4 
Next Week's Leston 
10. June 8.—The Revival Under Josiah 
(Religious Reforms in Judah). 
2 Kings 22:1 to 23:30 








all. We naturally turn in our helpless- 
ness to the Lord, seeking His mind and 
looking to Him for guidance when 
pressed by difficult circumstances. But 
how apt we are to be carried away with 
a sense of our own importance and self- 
sufficiency when fawned upon by the 
world! Hezekiah was in far greater dan- 
ger when the letter and a present came 
than when the letter of blasphemy was 
handed to him. 


Applications and Summaries 


God answered Hezekiah’s prayer for 
prolonged life by giving him fifteen ad- 
ditional years, but those years were not 
comparable in devotedness to the life 
he had lived before. 

It was after Hezekiah’s healing and 
the turning back of the shadow on the 
dial of Ahaz that the messengers from 
Babylon came to congratulate him and 
to inquire concerning the wonder that 
was done in the land. 

It is never safe to act in any emer- 
gency without asking counsel of the 
Lord. Hezekiah failed: by trusting his 
own judgment. 

We are all prone to rely upon our 
fancied wisdom when grave decisions 
have to be made instead of calling upon 
Him who giveth to all men liberally who 
seek His face in humility.- 

All that the ambassadors of the king 
of Babylon saw in Hezekiah’s palace and 
in the house of the Lord were carried 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HO was reigning in Judah when Israel 
was carried captive into Assyria? 
2. What great work did Hezekiah under- 
take immediately upon ascending the 
throne? 


3. Who were the prophets that encour- 
aged Hezekiah in his great work? 

4. How did Hoshea (last of the northern 
kings) and Hezekiah differ in time of dan- 
ger? 

5. What arguments did Rabshakeh use to 
frighten. the people of Jerusalem into sub- 
mission? 

6. What made Hezekiah’s prayer really 
great? 

7. What factor in his career of victory had 
Sennacherib overlooked? 

8. What great scourge came upon the 
kingdom because Hezekiah did not quietly 
submit to God’s appointment? (20:1-3.) 

9. What motive prompted Hezekiah to 
show the treasures of his house to the wis- 
itors from Babylon? 


10. What missionary undertaking added 
luster to Hezekiah’s revival zeal? 


(Answers on pege 501) 
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to Chaldea, when some Years later the 
armies of Nebuchadnezzar besieged and 
destroyed Jerusalem. ) 
Judah’s downward course was the 
direct result of failing ive God and 
His Word their rightful place in the life 
of the nation. Because they violated 
the covenant, they found themselves 
helpless in the day of adversity. 
CHICAGO, 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


OD deals with nations, with kings, 

with leaders, and other individuals 
very much in the same way. Obedience 
is rewarded; sin is punished. The nations 
of Israel and of Judah had some bad 
kings and some good kings. Some 
were very good, and some were very 
bad. Always a bad king, through his 
disobedience of God’s clear commands 
and through compromise with the 
world, would bring disaster and suffer- 
ing upon his people; while a good king’s 
observance of God’s laws would result 
in prosperity and happiness to his peo- 
ple. 

Today we have for a character study, 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, who was one 
of the good kings. This high tribute 
is,paid to him in the record: “He trusted 
in the Lord God of Israel; so that after 
him was none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor any that were be- 
fore him. For he clave to the Lord, 
and departed not from following him, 
but kept his commandments, which the 
Lord commanded Moses” (2 Kings 18: 
5-7). It would be difficult to say a finer 
thing than that about a king or any 
other person. 

Hezekiah was only twenty-five years 
old when he came to the throne of 
Judah, but he had convictions about 
his duty to the Lord God of Israel and 
he had the courage to put them into 
action. His father, Ahaz, the king be- 
fore him, had compromised with the 
powerful king of Assyria; had gone to 
Damascus on a visit and copied the style 
of the pagan altar there; and he sent 
word back to Urijah the priest at Jeru- 
salem to change the pattern of the Tem- 
ple furniture to match the Damascus 
altar, and have it all ready against his 


_ return, or words to that effect (see 2 


Kings 16:10, 11). What a mockery of 
God’s law to “make all things accord- 
ing to the pattern shewed to thee in the 
mount”! (Heb. 8:5.) This is just a sam- 
ple of how the worship of God had 
broken down and how the idolatry of 
the surrougding heathen nations had 
crept in. ezekiah courageously cor- 
rected ail that. He restored the ordi- 
nances of the house of God. “And the 
Lord was with him; and he prospered 
whithersoever’ he went forth” (2 Kings 
18:7). 

It is not so stated, but I think there 
can ‘be no doubt that Hezekiah’s good 
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and wise rule was because a great and 
wise prophet of the Lord lived near by, 
and that Hezekiah would seek his ad- 
vice on national problems, as doubtless 
also on his personal problems. That 
wise counselor was none less than the 
prophet Isaiah. God used Isaiah in those 
days as His mouthpiece. 

Today when you and I want to know 
the mind of God through Isaiah, we 
open our Bible and there it is in clear 
print. Hezekiah did not have that; but 
he had Isaiah in person and he would 
send for him. That must have been a 
wonderful privilege. 

On one occasion, probably the most 
critical of his reign, when the power- 
ful king of Assyria was at the gates 
of Jerusalem with the crushing armies 
that had devastated and captured sur- 
rounding kingdoms, it seemed that Jeru- 
salem was lost. Sennacherib, flush with 
many victories, was sending his arro- 
gant demands to Hezekiah to surrtnder, 
saying in effect, “Who is your God that 
he can save you from my all-conquering 
arm? ‘Be wise and yield before I crush 
you!” (See 2 Kings 18:33, 35 and 19: 
10-13.) “And Hezekiah went up into 
the house of the Lord, and spread it 
[the letter] before the Lord. ...O 
Lord our God . .. save thou us out of 
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his hand” (vs. 14, 19). He had sent for 
Isaiah, too, and the prophet had told 
him, “Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid 
of the words which thou hast heard. 
. . . Behold, I will send a blast upon 
him.” That night “the angel of the 
Lord” smote 185,000 of Sennacherib’s 
army, and the great “all-conquering” 
Assyrian was wise enough to withdraw 
the remnants of his force, and leave 
Jerusalem untouched. 

Young people, if we could only, as a 
nation and as individuals, get the plain 
and simple lesson which the Lord has 
so definitely laid down for us in His 
Word, how different life. would be! We 
cannot turn our backs on God’s clear 
commands and have any peace. All the 
efforts of the nations to build a struc- 
ture of world peace without God are, 
and will be, as futile as the efforts of 
the builders of the tower of Babel. Isa- 
iah and Micah and Joel and Amos— 
all the prophets are still available for 
counsel. Better still, the Lord Jesus 
Christ has come since then and has so 
wonderfully interpreted the prophets 
and taught. Any ruler, any diplomat, 
any individual can know the mind of 
Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom, 
as to any course which should be de- 
termined and pursued. You young peo- 
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ple are rapidly coming into positions of 
influence and power. Won't you decide 
right now to let God and His Book be 
your guide in matters personal, national, 
and international? 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


4 Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
glorious and gracious God who. hearest 
the cry of the lowly in their distress, 
we thank Thee for every deliverance 
we have had from sin and trouble as 
we have called upon Thee. Teach us 
that we need Thee every hour, that we 
may live in watchfulness and prayer 
always. May the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord. Work, 
we pray, in our sin-disordered world 
to defeat sin and Satan and to enthrone 
Thy Son. Teach men everywhere to 
reverence Thee, and help us to do Thy 
bidding continually with joy and glad- 
ness. Help all distressed souls today 
to look in faith to Thee, and may they 
find a gracious deliverance at Thy hand. 
Bless Thy Word to all who study it this 
day. Forgive our sins, and lead us in 
the paths of righteousness for Thy 
name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—No one likes to be 
driven to Wit’s End Corner. We would 
rather live on Easy Street. But Wit’s 
End Corner is a great place. for laying 
hold of God. And Easy Street is a bad 
place for losing hold of God. Hezekiah 
could tell us that. He was at Wit’s End 
Corner when Assyria’s mighty army 
threatened Jerusalem. But it was then 
that Hezekiah laid hold of God as he 
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had never done before. The place where 
none but God can help us is the place 
where we can seek Him with all our 
heart. Hezekiah did tMfat, and God laid 
low the Assyrian and set Jerusalem free. 
Hezekiah found the truth of Psalm 46: 
1, “God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble” — “easily 
found in a tight place,’ I am told the 
Welsh wording has it. When you are 
in a tight spot, remember God can meet 
you there, and will if you sincerely seek 
Him. ; 

But Easy Street—that is a different 
story. That is where Hezekiah found 
himself after God had driven back the 
Assyrian, and after He had recovered the 
king from an illness that threatened his 
life. When everything was smooth go- 
ing once more, and Hezekiah was some- 
thing of a notable because of all God 
hit: done for him, then he got caught 
off guard. Flattered by the attention 
he received from faraway Babylon, 
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Hezekiah let an embassy from that land 
into’ all the secrets of his treasures, 
tempting thus the Babylonian greed for 
power and gain. From Isaiah then came 
the fateful word that what Assyria failed 
to do to Judah, Babylon one day would 
do. The man who at Wit’s End Corner 
laid hold on God and was saved, op 
Easy Street lost hold of God and opened 
the door to later trouble. There is never 
a time when it is safe to trust ourselves 
away from God. The time when we 
seem safest is the time we most need 
to watch and pray. 


Ho.tiysurn, B. C., Can. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 


A King Honors God 
(2 Chron. 29:1-4, 15, 16, 30, 31) 


DD Elijah, Amos, Naaman, and 

Elisha to the list of characters 
pupils should be able to identify. Cards 
with all the names may be distributed 
among the pupils. The teacher may be- 
gin by making a statement about any 
of the characters, such as: I am ¢hink- 
ing of a prophet who was not afraid 
to stand for God alone against four 
hundred prophets of Baal. The child 
with the card shows it and adds’ what- 
ever else he wishes about Elijah. 

God can use all kinds of people to 
speak for Him. .In Israel (point on the 
map) was Elijah, a bold minister; and 
the farmer-preacher Amos, who tramped 
up from Judah. In Syria (map) there 
was only a little girl, but she brought 
a great general to believe in God; and 
no doubt he told many others about 
the wonderful God who could cure lep- 
rosy. In Judah (map) there was a king 
who was willing to lead his people to 
God. . Hezekiah was his name. 

Hezekiah’s father had been an evil 
man. He worshiped other gods, even 
burned his. own children as offerings to 
them! He chopped in pieces things that 
were sacred to the worship of God, and 
locked up the doors of the Temple. One 
enemy after another began to trouble 
parts of his country; many men were 
killed in war; women and children were 
carried off as prisoners. Why? Because 
the people had left God. 

How brave the young Hezekiah was 
to’ change things and speak for God! 
Listen: “He in the first year of his 
reign, in the first month, opened the 
doors of the house of the Lord” (2 Chron. 
29:3). He called together the priests 
and Levites, and told them to cleanse 
themselves, and then go in to clean out 
the’ Temple. The priests brought all 
the. mess and dirt out of the Temple 
into the yard, and the Levites took it 
from there to the dump. In about two 


weeks the house cleaning was all fin- 
ished and the ruined things fixed up or 
made new. 
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After they reported to Hezekiah that 
everything was ready, early in the morn- 
ing the king, the officers, and the peo- 
ple went to the Temple. Seven bulls, 
seven rams, seven lambs, and seven goats 
were killed, and their blood sprinkled 
on the altar that the sins of the people 
might be forgiven. While the offering 
was burning on the altar, the choir and 
orchestra of the Levites sang and played. 
When the sacrifice was finished, the 
king and all the people bowed and wor- 
shiped the Lord. Praise was given to 
God for His goodness, as expressed in 
the Psalms David and others had writ- 
ten. “They sang praises with gladness, 
and they bowed their heads and wor- 
shipped” (v. 30). Then Hezekiah told 
the people that now they had come back 
to God and He had accepted them, they 
should bring their thank offerings to 
God. Hundreds, even thousands, of ani- 
mals were brought, so thankful the peo- 
ple were to be right with God again. 
“And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the 
people” (v. 36). (List on the black- 
board: (2) sacrifice, (2) prayer, (3) 
praise, (4) thank offering.) 

Would you like to meet with God this 
morning? Perhaps you have gone away 
from Him. (1) If you want to be for- 
given, do you have to bring a sacrifice? 
No, the Lord Jesus on the cross was 
the sacrifice for your sins, once for all. 
Will you let Him be your sacrifice? (2) 
Bow your head and ask Him to take your 
sins all away, and come into your heart. 
He will clean it up and make it His 
Temple. (3) Now thank Him. (4) And 
perhaps there is something you would 
like to give, or do, or say for Him. Now 
you can join with Hezekiah and his peo- 
ple in saying, “I was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house 


of the Lord”. (Psa. 122:1, Memory 
Verse). 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


A King Honors God 
(2 Chron. 29:1-4, 15, 16, 30, 31) 


HAT would you think if your 
church was suddenly closed, no 
pastor, no leaders, and the people stop- 
ped going to church? Suppose there 
were no Sunday school, no young peo- 


ple’s society, and after a while the very _ 


building began to go to pieces; paint 
peeled off; steps were broken. Suppose 
nobody cared, and it was never cleaned, 


inside or out, and the spiders and wasps. 


and mice were the only ones who ever 
went inside. Everybody 
the church and God. 
Wouldn’t that be a terrible thing? It 
certainly would be! y 
That is the way things were when 
young Hezekiah, twenty-five. years old, 
began to be king in Jerusalem. His 





had forgotten 
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father, King Ahaz, had been a wicked 
and foolish king, and had offered sacri- 
fices and burned incense to heathen 
gods. He had refused to worship God, 
and had closed the house of God. He 
had taken the lovely gold and silver 
and brass dishes from the Temple, and 
tut them to pieces. 

Most of the péople did as the king did 
— worshiped idols and forgot God — but 
some of them still worshiped God, the 
Gqd of Israel, and one of them must 
have been the mother of Hezekiah, Abi- 
jah. Though she was the king’s wife 
and lived in his palace, somehow her 
son was taught to worship God, and not 
to do as his father had done. Ahaz had 
been sd very wicked that the people 
did not honor him, and when he died, 
he was not even buried with the other 
kings. 

But Hezekiah began to run things dif- 
ferently as soon as he was king. One 
of his first acts was to open the house 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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of God, and repair the doors. Then 
he called the priests and the Levites, the 
men who should have been in the Tem- 
ple ministering to the people, and told 
them to clean out all the rubbish and 
dirt, and cleanse the building. 

My, how they all worked! They did 
even more than he asked. They gath- 
ered the vessels Ahaz had broken and 
thrown out, and repaired them and 
cleansed them. 

When everything was ready, young 
King Hezekiah gathered all the rulers 
of the city, and the people, and they 
offered burnt offerings unto God, and 
praised the Lord with trumpets, harps, 
psalteries, and cymbals, and the gingers 
joined with their voices, 

When the offerings were finished, the 
king and the princes, and all the people, 
bowed themselves and worshiped God. 
Hezekiah was very happy over this, but 
he had only started his work. He sent 
letters to all parts of the country, ask- 
ing the people to come to Jerusalem to 
the Passover. He ordered all the idols 
destroyed, the altars broken down, and 
even the groves where they, had been 
cut down. Hezekiah tried to stop all 
idol worship in Judah, but he couldn’t 
change the wicked hearts of men. 

He did many other right things, things 
God had commanded them to do, and 
served the Lord faithfully. Then one day 
when a great army came against them, 
Hezekiah called on God to fight for them, 
and God answered with a great miracle. 
He sent an. angel who killed all the 
leaders and officers of the army, and 
the rest ran away home without fighting. 

Hezekiah is one of the good kings of 
Judah, whom you should remember. 
God honored him for faithfully serving 
Him. It would have been easier for 
him to have followed his father’s wicked 
way, but he did not choose the easy 
way. And he wasn’t very old. Before 
you know it, you Primary children will 
be in high school, and the next thing 
you know, you will be twenty-five years 
old, just as old as Hezekiah was when 
he became king. He didn’t begin to 
serve the Lord then, he began when he 
was a little boy. 

The time for you to begin to serve 
the Lord, and stand up boldly for Him, 
is now. 

FE.ton, CAuirF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 


er and explaining the coyditions agen, which 
ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. 1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be gloges. 

Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on me oenten een =, ause .. the 
resent paper shortage, readers are to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

When We Cease To Struggle.—For 
thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One 
of Israel; In returning and rest shall 
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ye be saved; in quietness and in con- 
fidence shall be your strength (Isa. 30: 
15, Golden Text). A drowning boy was 
struggling in the water. On the shore 
stood his mother in an agony of fright 
and grief. By her side stood a strong 
man seemingly indifferent to the boy’s 
fate. Again and again did the suffering 
mother appeal to him to save her boy, 
but he made no move. By and by the 
desperate struggles of the boy began to 
abate. He was losing strength. Presently 
he arose to the surface weak and help- 
less. At once the man leaped into the 
stream and brought the boy in safety 
to the shore, “Why did you not save 
my boy sooner?” asked the now grate- 
ful mother. “Madam, I could not as 
long as he struggled, He would have 
dragged us both to certain death. But 
when he grew weak 'and ceased to strug- 
gle, then it was easy to save him.” It 
is when we cease from our own works 
and depend helplessly upon Him that 
we realize how perfectly able He is to 
save without any aid from us.—From 
James H. McConkey. Sent by Eleanor 
L. Griffith, Rockland, Maine. 


He Will Bring Us Home.—In quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength 
(Isa. 30:15, Golden Text). Storm-tossed, 
troubled, tempted soul, the Lord is thy 
keeper. Be of good courage; He has hold 


‘of thy hand and will bring thee through 


all. the storms of life, over the wild 
waves, past the dangerous rocks, to the 
desired havén. He “ever liveth to make 
intercession” for us, and that is why 
we are so blessedly safe. Your life, 
and the life of every one who belongs 
to Him, is in His control. Fear not! 
As He guided millions of saints before 
our earthly existence ever began; as He 
guided and kept and brought to the de- 
sired haven the mighty hosts of martyrs, 
so will He bring us Home. “He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged.” As dark- 
ness increases, as storms gather, as winds 
become more contrary, as He is nearing, 
let us learn to lean hard upon Him and 
walk in greater dependence upon Him. 
“He bringeth them unto their desired 
haven.”—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


“Be Sure It Comes From God.”—So 
the servants of king Hezekiah came to 


_Tsaiah. And Isaiah said unto them, Thus 


shall ye say to your master, Thus saith 
the Lord (2 Kings 19:5, 6). When I was 
a lad of about twelve I often watched 
the older men of the community when 
they met on winter evenings to play 
checkers. . . . One night I challenged 
one of the best players to a game. It 
was agreed that because I was a boy, I 


might make trial moves and change my 


mind if I did not lift my fingers from 
the checker. I was a most deliberate 
player. It was remarked that they had 
never seen a player who so thoughtfully 
considered every possible move. I won 
the game, and the next, and the next. 
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The secret of my astounding success 
was due to the fact that when it was 
my turn to move, I made trial moves 
and withdrew them until the champion 
kicked my foot. I could have done the 
best I knew; I could have obeyed some 
fancied inner light; I could have given 
faee rein to self-expression, ang lost the 
game. ... Victory for me depended on 
who kicked me. . . . Young people, you 
are playing in the tournament of life 
for eternal stakes. Satan will play 
against you. Many friends will offer 
advice, and it may be good advice, but 
you_had better be sure that it comes 
from the direction of God. . . . The 
nrophets of God never offered opinions; 
their utterances were prefaced by such 
words as, “Thus saith the Lord thy God.”: 
—From B. H. Shadduck, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth E. Dow, 
Orono, Maine. 


The Royal Jewels.—There is nothing 
among my treasures that I have not 
shewed them (2 Kings 20:15). Some 
of us were invited to visit the royal 
palace while we were in Stockholm at- 
tending the Baptist World Alliance in 
1923. One of the women in the party 
asked the king’s daughter if we might 
see the royal jewels. She went to the 
door entering upon one of the gardens 
and called someone. Presently a woman 
came from the garden, holding the hands 
of two lovely children. The king’s 
daughter, smiling, took her children into 
her arms, and said, “These are my 
jewels.” One could but wonder if the 
answer of the king’s daughter may not 
reveal the secret of Sweden’s fine rec- 
ord of Christian civilization—From the 
Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


*It Was Zigzagging That Tired Him. 
—Behold, the days come, that all that 
is in thine house .. . shall be carried 
into Babylon (2 Kings 20:17). A farmer 
drove in to town, and was blamed, at 
the store where he stopped, for tiring 
his dog all out by permitting him to 
follow him. The farmer said: “He is 
not tired out following me, but by his 
zigzagging. Not an open gate, or a hole 
in the fence that he didn’t run in and 
explore. It was his zigzagging that 
tuckered him out.” Judah, instead of 
following God, took an unsteady course, 
going into open gates of idolatry and 
gaps of idol worship. That was their 
undoing.—Source unknown. Sent by 
Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 

| ve 


Pleasé pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 











Lesson for June | 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 497) 
1. Hezekiah. 


2. The restoration of the worship of Jeho- 
vah, which the wicked Ahaz had stopped (2 
Chron. 29:3). ‘ 


3. Isaiah and Micah. See Isaiah 1:1 and 
Micah 1:1. 


4. Hoshea turned to the king of Egypt (2 
Kings 17:4), and Hezekiah turned to the 
Lord (19:14). 


5. (a) The king of Egypt was a liability 
to any who trusted to his help (16:21); (b) 
the Lord was angry with Hezekiah for 
breaking down “His” altars and high places 
(18:22); (c) the cavalry might of, Assyria 
(18:23, 24); (d) he claimed divine command 
to destroy Jerusalem (18:25); (e) no other 
god had been able to deliver its nation from 
Assyrian power (18:33-35). 

6. (a) Its assurance that the Lord .only 
was God (19:15); (b) its great motive, the 
glory of God (19:19). 


7. That it was God’s ordering, to fulfill 
divine appointments (19:25, 26). 


8. The long, wicked reign of Manasseh, 
born during the fifteen years added to 
Hezekiah (21:1). 


“9. Pride (2 Chron. 32:25, 31). 

10. His invitation to the “remnant” of Is- 
rael to join Judah in returning to the Lord 
(2 Chron. 30:1-11). 

WHEATON, ILL. 

we 


The Millennium and Afterward 
(Continued from page 492) 


At the end of the thousand years the 
“Day of the Lord” will be merged into 
the “Day of God.” “Then cometh the 
end, when he [Christ] shall have de- 
ry livered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father. ... For he must reign, till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death. For he hath put all things 
under his feet [quoted from Psa. 8:6]. 
But when he saith all things are put 
under him, it is manifest that he is ex- 
cepted, which did put all, things under 
him. And when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
also himself be subjeet unto him that 
put all things under him, that God may 
° be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:24-28). 

And so it has pleased God to let us 
into some of His secrets. We do well 
to take heed to the prophetic Word, for 
“surely the Lord God will do nothing, 
but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets” (Amos. 3:7). 

“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God: there- 
fore the world knoweth us not, becausé 
it knew him not. Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he 
is. And every man that hath this hope 
in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure” (1 John 3:1-3). 

KEEP LOOKING UP! 


(To be concluded) 
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additional sheets of paper. 
mutilates the Times, which many wish 
to preserve intact. 

Other Sunday school teachers may 
adapt this plan to their individual needs 
or tastes, but the genéral method will, 
I believe, prove exceedingly effective. 


LOWELL, Mass. 
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Marshalling My Material 
for Teaching 
(Continued from page 495) 
But this 


Thoughts on Christian Letter 
Writing 


(Continued from second page) 


ice and continued steadfastly for the 
Lord. 

Our letters should not be avenues for 
loosing and releasing unhappy attitudes 
and vicious feelings. 
opportunities to minister grace and help- 
ful kindness to those to whom we write. 

Two brothers were having some diffi- 
culty over a property lina John was 
very bitter and wrote Alex as follows: 


They should be 


You have cheated and robbed me 
of that which rightfully belongs to 
me. You know that the row of poplars 
is the property line. You have no 
right to build a fence on my side and 
claim the ground for yourself. I hall 
sue you and make you pay every dime 
it is worth. 


Alex was a true Christian. His reply 


was typical of his character: 


Father’s will said the property was 
to be equally divided. By survey I 
have placed the fence where the divi- 
sion comes. However, both of us are 
in good standing in this cornmunity 
and I do not want our neighbors to 
think that we are not ristians. 
Neither of us can use the ground un- 
der the poplar trees, for nothing will 

ow there. If you will meet me with 
the surveyors I will allow you to place 
the fence where you want it, and we 
will make a permanent record in the 
—ar office that you have 126 feet 
and have 118 feet. I have no ob- 
ouuen if you want more than your 


John was humbled and ashamed by 


the generosity and gracious words of 
his brother. 
were placed where he wanted it all the 
neighborhood' would know and the rec- 
ords would show that he had more than 
his half. He dropped the matter. 


He knew that if the fence 


One will never regret showing kind- 


ness nor be sorry for liberality. This 
letter revealed a true Christian charac- 
ter. 
writing as an avenue of blessing for peo- 
ple and as an opportunity to glorify God. 


God grant that we may use letter 
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The advertisements in The Sunday 

School Times are there for YOUR use. 

The articles advertised are Made to 

meet YOUR needs. This is why e 

regular reading of the advertisements 
* preves se well worth while. 
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Our Children Went 
Crazy With Joy 


A Hebrew Christian father writes, 
from Poland: 


“Last week we received three par- 
cels from you containing food and 
clothing and even some toys for 
the children. 


“One of the parcels contained a 
little rubber doll, among other 
things, and our children simply 
went crazy with joy. For years they 
have had no toys. We danced to- 
gether with them sharing their hap- 
piness, and tears of joy came to our 
eyes. 

“Dear Pastor, when your help first 
arrived we were in the most dread- 
ful situation, exhausted by years of 
inhuman ‘suffering, and in addition 
our little girl was down with 
typhoid fever for seven weeks. At 
such a time our crucified Saviour 
stretched out His merciful hands to 
us through His disciples in America 
and rescued us unworthy ones. 


“Please convey to all the dear 
friends of your Society our most 
fervent gratitude for the constant. 
and effective help which pulled: us 
through this most difficult situation. 
Daily ®ve pray for you and for all 
the friends of your Society. May 
our Heavenly Father be gracious 
and bless you all.” 

Hundreds of such pathetic letters 
come to us constantly from every 
part of Europe and other countries, 
from people praising God for the 
help received, or pouring out their 
hearts full of ‘sorrow and agony. 
Your gift to The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society will . 
be a blessing — an investment which . 
will bring joy, comfort, and revival 
of faith and hope to multitudes of 
Hebrew Christians and Jewish peo- 
ple. Please write to 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Jeseph T. Briten, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontaric, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 
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LESSON 9. JUNE 1. PILATE’S LOST OPPORTUNITY 


Mark 15:1-20 (Supplementary Reading: Matthew 27:1, 2, 11-31, Luke 22:66 to 23:25, John 18:28 to 19:17) 
Golden Text.—Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for | find no fault in him.—John 19:6 


Kine James Version 

Mark 15:1 And straightway in the morning the chief priests 
held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole 
council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered 
him to Pilate. 

2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And 
he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it. 

3 And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he 
answered nothing. 

4 And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? 
behold how many things they witness against thee. 

5 But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. 

6 Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whom- 
soever they desired. 

7 And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with 
them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed 
murder in the insurrection. 

8 And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do 
as he had ever done unto them. 

9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto 
you the King of the Jews? 

10 For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him 
for envy. 


11 But the chief @riests moved the people, that he should 
rather release Barabbas unto them. 

12 And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will 
ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the 
Jews? 

13 And they cried out again, Crucify him. 

14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? 
And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. 

15 And so Pilate, willing, to content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to 
be crucified. 

16 And the soldiers led him away into the hall called Przto- 
rium; and they call together the whole band. 

17 And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it about his head, 

18 And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! 

19 And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit 
upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him. 

20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple 
from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out 
to crucify him. / 
The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 

copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 

and used by permission. 














































The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 


Introduction to the Lesson 


R FTER the council had condemned 
the Lord Jesus as worthy of death 
at the illegal night assembly, they 

reconvened in the morning and resolved 

to endorse the sentence. 

The Jews. admitted to Pilate, the Ro- 
man governor, that it was not lawful 
for them to put any man to death (John 
18:31). The Romans had deprived the 
Jews of the power of capital punish- 
ment. Hence, the priests had to bring 
their prisoner to Rome’s representative 
and have him confirm the death sen- 
tence which they had passed upon Him. 

They knew that Pilate would not be 
sufficiently interested in the blasphemy 
charge, which they brought against Him 
(Luke 23:2). 

When questioned as to being the King 
of the Jews, He answered, “Thou sayest 
it.” Pilate found no fault in Him, but 
he outraged justice, yielded to the clam- 
orous crowd, released a guilty murderer, 
and ordered the Lord Jesus scourged 
and crucified. Pilate lost the oppor- 
tunity of being true to Christ, of plac- 
ing faith in Him, and of being among 
those who crown Jesus “Lord of all.” 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 15:1—“And straightway in the 
morning the chief priests held a con- 
sultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, 
and carried him away, and delivered 
him to Pilate.” Again we are con- 
fronted with Mark’s characteristic word, 
“straightway,” or immediately. Here, it 
reveals the speed with which the chief 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 496. 




















priests assembled the entire council to 
reaffirm the supposed guilt of blasphemy 
on the Lord’s part. 


They “bound Jesus”! What did they 
fear? He was submitting as a lamb to 
the slaughterers! He was not exerting 
divine power for His deliverance. He 
was not summoning twelve legions of 
angels. He was not resisting in any 
sense of the word.’ He was going to 
Calvary to lay down His life (John 10: 
17, 18). 

In binding Jesus, the priests were un- 
consciously doing that which made Him 
the antitype of numerous Old Testament 
types (Gen. 22:9; Psa. 105:18; Gen. 42: 
19-24; Judges 16:21; Jer. 40:1; Psa. 118: 
27). 


Verse 2.—‘And Pilate asked him, Art 
thou the King of the Jews? And he 
answering said unto him, Thou sayest 
it.” “Thou sayest it” is the equivalent 
of “Yes.” Truly He was the “King of 
the Jews”; and now He is the “King 
of glory” (Psa. 24:7); and hereafter He 
shall be manifested as “King of kings” 
(Rev. 19:16). 


Verse 3.—“And the chief priests ac- 
cused him of many things: but he an- 
swered nothing.” He had given His 
testimony before the chief priests, the 
night, before; there was nothing in these 
trumped-up charges to answer. He was 
not there to defend Himself, but to give 


His testimony — and that He did (1 Tim. 
6:13). 


Verses 4, 5.—“And Pilate asked him 
again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? 
behold how many things they witness 
against thee. But Jesus yet answered 
nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.” It 
is striking that Mark gives us only two 
utterances of: the Lord before His 
judges. In the presence of the Sanhe- 
drin, He said He was the Christ, the 
Son of God and the Son of man; be- 
fore Pilate He said He was the King of 
the Jews. His silence had a profound 
effect upon Pilate, as well it might. 

Verses 6-8.—“Now at that feast he re- 
leased unto them one prisoner, whomso- 
ever they desired. And there was one 
named Barabbas, which lay bound with 
them that had made insurrection. .. . 
And the multitude crying aloud began 
to desire him to do as he had ever done 
unto them.” Pilate would fain settle 
the matter by resorting to a prevalent 
custom of releasing a prisoner‘ at the 
Passover. The Lord Jesus could still 
be set at liberty in this manner, but 
the infatuated mob, stirred up by the 
priests (Matt. 27:20), would not have 
it. They preferred Barabbas, and de- 
sired him to continue his rebellious and 
murderous way among them, regardless 
of whose laws he transgressed. Such 
is the hatred of the unregenerate toward 
the Christ of God! 


Verse 9.—“But Pilate answered them, 
saying, Will ye that I release unto you 
the King of the Jews?” We know from 
John 19:12 that “Pilate sought to re- 
lease him,” when the Jews said, “He 
made himself the Son of God” (John 19: 
7). Then, too, Pilate’s wife had sent 
her message: “Have thou nothing to 
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do with that just man: for I have suf- 
fered many things this day in a dream 
because of him” (Matt. 27:19). This 
double testimony-—of the Lord as to 
His Sonship, and’ of Pilate’s wife as to 
His holiness—frightened Pilate, and 
had he the courage of his convictions 
he would have dealt severely with the 
priests and the mob. 


Verse 10.—*For he knew that the chief 
priests had delivered him for envy.” So 
Pilate knew the base motive of the 
priests in delivering the Lord to him 
—nothing less than envy of the influ- 
ence He had gained and the favor He 
had won throughout the land! Solomon 
said, “Wrath is cruel, anger is out- 
rageous; but who is able to stand be- 
fore envy?” (Prov. 27:4.) 

Verse 11.—“But the chief priests moved 
the people, that he should rather re- 
lease Barabbas unto them.” The priests 
exercised their power of choice and 
chose a robber instead of a deliverer. 
In John 10:10 we have a thief and the 
Lord set before us. Whom do we 
choose? 


Verses 12, 13—‘“And Pilate answered 
and said again unto them, What will ye 
then that I shall do unto him whom ye 
call the King of the Jews? And they 
cried out again, Crucify him.” Pilate 
had better asked, “What will the Law 
have me do in this case?” Did not the 
Romans pride ‘themselves in giving 
every man an impartial trial? Why ask 
the priests and the multitude what to 
do? 

Verse 14.—“Then Pilate said unto them, 
Why, what evil hath he done? And they 
cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify 
him.” It was Pilate’s responsibility to 
find out what, if any, evil He had done. 
He thrice declared that He found no 
fault in Him (John 18:38; 19:4-6). His 
course was clear—the faultless Man 
should be released. In the Lord Jesus 
we have the only faultless one! But 
in due time He will present all who are 
His, “faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 


Verse 15.—“And so Pilate, willing to 
content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when 
he had scourged him, to be crucified.” 
What an illustration of substitution! 
Jesus delivered up — Barabbas released. 
The Saviour crucified, the sinner set 
free ! 
Gospel today (Rom. 5:6-8). 

Verse 16—‘And the soldiers led, him 
away into the hall, called Pretorium; 
and they call together the whole band.” 
In John 18:28, 33, also 19:9,.Preetorium 
is rendered “judgment hall.” In the 
palace court, which formed a kind of 
barracks or guardroom, they gathered 
the whole cohort. As a pack of wolves 
closing in on a victim, so this band of 
soldiers would make the Lord the object 
of fresh mockeries and indignities. 


Verse 17.—“And they clothed him with 


and put it about his head.” 


Such is the good news of the. 
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Last Week's Lesson 
& May 25.—The Trial of Jesus. Mark 14:55-65 
Next Week's Lesson 


10. June 8.—The Crucifixion of the Son 
Re ...+.-./Mark 15:21-39 








purple, and platted a crown of thorns, 
“A scarlet 
military mantle,” says Lange, “was made 
to represent the imperial purple; hence 
the designation, a purple robe, as Mark 
and John describe it. And because this 
is the symbolic import of the robe, there 
is no discrepancy. The scarlet military 
robe no more required to be a real pur- 
ple than the crown of thorns required 
to be a real crown, or the reed a real 
sceptre; for the whole transaction was 
an ironical drama, and such an one, too, 
that the infamous abuse might be read- 
ily perceived through the pretended 
glorification. The staff must be a reed, 
the symbol of impotence; the crewn 
must injure and pierce the brow; and 
so, too, must the purple present the 


‘symbol of miserable, pretended great- 


ness; and this was done by its being an 
old camp-mantle.” 

They did not crown the Lord Jesus 
with a wreath of bay, laurel, or myrtle, 
as they did the Olympic winners, but 
with thorns, the sign of the curse (Gen. 
3:18; cf. Gal. 3:13). 


Verse 18.—“And began to salute him, 
Hail, King of the Jews!” The priests 
had mocked ‘Him as Prophet (Mark 14: 
65; Matt. 26:68; Luke 22:64). The Ro- 
man soldiers now mock Him as King. 
They were mocking the nation of the 
Jews in mocking her king! 


Verse 19—“‘And they smote him on 
the head with a reed, and did spit upon 
him, and bowing their knees worshipped 
him.” This is the third time our Lord 
was subjected to cruel mockings: (1) 
before Caiaphas; (2) before Herod 
(Luke 23:11); and (3) in the governor’s 
house. He was also given an official 
Roman scourging as we noticed in verse 
15! Truly “he was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth” (Isa. 53:7). 

It was prophesied that He was to be 
“despised and rejected of men” (Isa. 
53:3); not of Jews only but of Gentiles 
also. Chief priests, elders, scribes, the 
whole council, Pilate, Herod, soldiers, 
common people, all joined in vilifying 
the Son of God! (Acts 4: 25-28.) 

Verse 20.—‘And ‘when they had 
mocked him, they took off the purple 
from him, and put his own clothes on 
him, and led him out to crucify him.” 
The place of execution was outside the 
gates of the city (Heb. 13:12). He is 
on His way to accomplish the great work 
of redemption, apart from which there 
is no salvation! 


Outline of the. Lesson 


The.Lord’s estimate of Pilate’s oppor- 
tunity can be gathered from His private 
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words to His disciples: “Blessed are the 

eyes which see the things ye see: for 

I tell you, that many prophets and kings 

have desired to see those things which 

ye see, and have not seen them; and 
to hear those things which ye hear, and 

have not heard them” (Luke 10:23, 24). 

Pilate had the golden opportunity of 
seeing the Lord Jesus, 

Pilate talked with Him, face to face. * 

Pilate asked Him questions. 

Pilate proclaimed Him faultless. 

Pilate heard His testimony as to His 
Kingship. 

Pilate knew He testified to being the 
Son of God. 

Pilate is said to have committed suicide, 
still rejecting the One he denied, 
scourged, and crucified ! 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HILE yielded Christians will want to 
separate themselves from things of the 
world, what strong evidence have we 
in this passage that that separation must 
be from more than worldly amusements? 


2. What would lead us to believe that the 
“trial” given Jesus the night before was 
given before a hastily called .gathering of 
those who would most willingly condemn 
Him to death? 


3. What were the false accusations that 
the Jews brought against Jesus? 


4. What brought: these false accusations 
to the minds of the Jews? 


5. What is the preetorium? 
6. What was Pontius Pilate’s position? 


7. Why was Pilate drawn into the trial of 
the Lord? 


8.Why did Pilate releaSe a prisoner at the 
time of the feast? 


9. Why did Pilate not release Jesus whom 
he believed to be innocent? 


10. Whom does Barabbas symbolize?’ 
(Answers on page 506) 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“Take YE Him, AND Cruciry Hmm” 
OR 
AND . .. BE SAVED” 


HAT were Pilate’s opportunities, 

and how did he lose them? Pilate 
could have been faithful to his convic- 
tion that there was no fault in the Lord 
Jesus, but he would not investigate Old 
Testament Scripture, or yield to the chal- 
lenge of Christ. He would not acknowl- 
edge that he was dealing, not with ‘an 
ordinary man, but with Deity. “Bother 
me no more. You do the worrying about 
the consequences of this heartless deed,” 
were his thoughts as he cried, “Take 
ye him, and crucify him: for I find no 
fault in him.” " 

What fault do you find in the Lord 
Jesus? Do you, too, find “no fault”? 
Have you, then, yielded yourself to Him, 
ready to acknowledge Him before the 


“BELIEVE... 
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world? Perhaps already you have tried 
to tell your crowd that you “find no 
faalt in this man,” but their clamor 
silences you and crushes your spirit. 
Three times Pilate tried to impress the 
people that there was nothing wrong 
with Jesus, but each time he was loudly 
overruled. How do the replies of the 
mob. correspond. with opinions.of your 
crowd? 

“He stirreth up the people” (Luke 
23:5). To be sure, surrendered Chris- 
tians are stirred to higher goals and 
greater achievements. Only Christ can 
stir Heaven-centered desires in human 
hearts (Phil. 1:21). 

“Away with this man” (Luke 23:18), 
The fact that there was no “fault” in 
the Son of God spoke its condemnation 
to: the people (John 3:17). Darkness 
of sin looks blacker in contrast to the 
brilliance of holiness. “Friendship of 
the world is enmity with God” (Jas. 
4:4). 

“The voices... prevailed” (Luke 23: 
23). Whose voice is going to prevail 
when you are making important choices? 
Is it more important for you to follow 
the suggestions of those who are col- 
lecting treasures’ of this world, good 
times, riches, popularity, ease; or will 
you listen to the “still, small voice” of 
the Holy Spirit as He speaks to your 
inner being, “Son, give me thine heart”? 

Pilate asked two questions of Christ, 
“Art thou the King of the Jews?” and 
“Answerest thou nothing?” The evi- 
dence which Christ had already given 
was sufficient to enable Pilate to believe. 
No need was there for Christ to say 
more. Enough evidence has been given 
in God’s Word and the testimonies of 
Christians throughout the centuries to 
enable anyone today to believe that He 
was all He declared Himself to be, and 
as a result of that belief to be saved. 
It is a matter of individual willingness 
to admit, “I do believe that the Word 
of God is true, and that Christ is my 
Saviour and Lord” (Acts 16:31). 

Pilate asked three questions of the 
people: “Will ye that I release ... the 
King of the Jews?” Do you want Christ, 
or do you prefer to follow those with 
materialistic objectives, bound to the 
témporary affairs of this world alone? 

“What will ye then that I shall do 
unto him?” If you do not choose Christ, 
what will you do with Him? Will you 
ignore Him, thus causing those with 
whom you come in touch to ignore Him, 
too? Will you laugh at Christians? Will 
you take His name in vain? 

“Why, what evil hath he done?” Why 
should you or anyone else be against 
Christ? He was not afraid as He. stood 
alone, yet serene and victorious in 
Pilate’s Hall, accused of one of the worst 
crimes, falsely “proclaiming Himself to 
be the Son of God. 

Pilate found no fault in Christ, but this 
was not enough. Jesus Christ was not 
sinless because He was good, but be- 
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cause He was God (Matt. 1:23). When 
you have heard the challenge of God’s 
Son, you cannot remain neutral. Either 
you must deliberately turn Him down 
as Pilate did, or you must believe that 
the Lord Jesus was all He claimed to 
be, “the light of the world,” “the bread 
of life,” and “the only begotten Son” 
“of the living God.” 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
vA w 


Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


AST week we studied the trial that 

the Jews gave the Lord Jesus. Who. 
acted as judge in that trial? Do you 
remember that, as soon as the Lord 
Jesus spoke, Caiaphas accused Him of 
blasphemy? How did that trial end? 


Tue LESSON 


Today we have the trial of Jesus by 
the Roman governor. Find his name in 
Mark 15:1. In the Jewish trial Caiaphas 
ahd the other Jewish leaders wanted to 
condemn the Lord because they were 
jealous of Him (Mark 15:10). In this 
trial Pilate had no personal reason to 
want to kill the Lord Jesus. So Pilate 
was more fair as a judge. At this trial 
there were false witnesses also (v. 4). 
How did Christ answer them? 

After Pilate had tried the Lord Jesus 
he was convinced that He was inno- 
cent. Three times over Pilate said that 
he found no fault in Christ (John 18: 
38; 19:4, 6). What should a judge 


_ do when he declares a man innocent? 


But did Pilate set Christ free? Why 
not? 

What question did Pilate ask. those 
who had brought Christ to him? (v. 14.) 
How did they answer this? What do 
you think of that answer? What Bible 
verse does it make you think of? (Last 
week’s Golden Text, John 15:25.) 

Who sent a message to Pilate telling 
him not to. condemn Christ? (Matt. 
27:19.) What did Pilate’s wife call the 
the Lord Jesus? 

Pilate had to decide what he would 
do with Jesus. His wife and his con- 
science urged him to set Christ free. 
Did he have the power to do this? (John 
19: 10.) ‘ 

But the Jewish leaders and the mob 
kept shouting that Jesus should be cru- 
cified. Pilate knew they would be an- 
gry if he set Christ free. He did not 
want to lose his position. (See John 
19:12.) Ceesar was at the head of the 


‘Roman Government. Pilate did not 


want to offend him. He cared more for 
his job than he did for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Pilate knew that Christ did not de- 
serve to die. He did not want to con- 
demn Him. He wanted to be neutral. 
What does that mean? What did Pilate 
do to try to get out of the blame for 
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condemning Christ? (Matt. 27:24.) Do 
you think that washing his hands would 
make him innocent? Pilate wanted to 
be neutral, but he could not be. He had 
to do something with Jesus. 


If Pilate had only taken a stand for. 


Christ that day his whole life would 
have been changed. But instead of 
standing for the right he chose to please 
wicked men. Find the name of another 
wicked man Pilate made friends with 
the day he condemned Jesus (Luke 23: 
12). 

The Bible does not tell us much more 
about Pilate, but history tells us that 
later on he did lose his job. He was 
forced to leave the country, and it is 
believed that he committed suicide. 
Pilate rejected Christ because he thought 
standing for Him would cost too much. 
What do you suppose Pilate says to him- 
self now when he remembefs the trial 
of Jesus when he could have taken a 
stand for Christ and did not? I believe 
he moans over and over again, “Oh, if 
I only had!” 


CONCLUSION 


Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall — 

Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all; 

Hearken ! what meaneth the sudden call? 
What will you do with Jesus? 


Chorus 
What will you do with Jesus? 
Neutral you cannot be; 
Some day your heart will be asking, 
“What will He do with me?” 
ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


“Jesus, I give Thee my heart today! 

Jesus, I'll follow Thee all the way, 

Gladly obeying Thee !” will you say: 
“This will I do with Jesus !” 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 


Pilate and the People- Choose 
(Mark 15:1-20) 


AS Jesus a bad man, Helen? Do 
you think, Joe, that He had been 
arrested then because people hated Him? 
(Explain how good men-are sometimes 
arrested bécause people tell lies about 
them. And how the Romans always 
asked. questions until they knew if a 
prisoner was bad or not.) 
- In our lesson today the Lord Jesus 
was taken before the Roman ruler, 
Pilate. hat was his name, Dick? . 


Pilate did not hate Jesus. When He’ 


saw the Lord Jesus Christ being led 
in, he, said to himself, “This doesn’t 
look like a bad man.” 

Saon Piiate began asking questions. 
“They say you are a king. Is that true?” 

“Yes,” replied -the Lord Jesus gently. 

This made the Jewish priests cry out, 
“We have no king but Cesar!” 

Pilate listened, then turned to the 
Lord Jesus again. “Do you hear what 
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Lesson for June | 


they say, and don’t you want to answer 
them?” he asked. 

But Jesus stood like a lamb and did 
— what, Ronny? 

Suddenly a man ran in with a letter 


for Pilate. It was from Mrs. Pilate. 
What do you think she wrote? I will 
read it to you. (Matt. 27:19. Act out 
by taking a letter scroll from the Treas- 
ure Chest and reading the verse aloud.) 

So Pilate thought all the more, “I 
must not punish this good man. I ought 
to set him free.” 

Now every year about this time, 
Pilate did set free some Jewish prisoner, 
as that pleased the people very much. 
There was in prison then an important 
Jew named Barabbas. Let us all say 
that name. Barabbas was a robber and 
a killer. 

So when Pilate said to the people, 
“TI will set Jesus free for you,” they 
all cried, “No! No! We want Barab- 
bas !” 

“But,” said Pilate, as he washed his 
hands before them, “I am innocent of 
the blood of this good man.” 

Then the people shouted, “We will 
take all the blame! We want Barabbas, 
not Jesus.” 

Do you see what they did? They 
chose — not Jesus, but another person. 
People do that today, too. Most of them 
choose+- themselves. Whom do you 
choose? 

Pilate chose, too. He was afraid the 
people wouldn’t like him if he didn’t 
listen to them. -So he said, “You may 
have Barabbas then. But what shall I 
do with Jesus?” 

“Crucify him! Crucify him!” they 
screamed. “Let him be hung on a cross!” 

Pilate did what they wished, as: we 
see in our Memory Verse (John 19:6). 

Joan, please bring me that wash basin 
in the Treasure Chest. And the jar 
of water. Can you empty the water into 
the basin? 

Dick, here is soap, and will you come 
and wash your hands? Because that is 
what Pilate did. He said, “I wash my 
hands to show my heart is clean—I 
am not to blame for Jesus’ death.” 

But was he to blame? 

Now, Jean, please find in the Treas- 
ure Chest a ball*of cord: It is in short 
pieces. Give a piece to each child:. And 


Betty may give out the tacks from this 


envelope. 

We will each tie a tack in the end of 
our cord— because Jesus was whipped 
with cords that had sharp tacks in the 
end. Several cords were tied together 
to.make one whip. Do you think it 
hurt? Did the blood run out?, 

Here is a picture of Jesus being whip- 
ped. (Find if possible Melton Mar- 
shall’s “Scourging Jesus’ —the writer 
uses one in Farvar’s “A Beautiful Life.”) 
Remember that Jesus went through this 
for — whom? 

Shall we sing the third verse in “I 
Gave My Life for Thee’? Here it is 
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typed on little. papers so we can read 
it. The papers have a black border to 
remind us that our sins made the Sav- 
iour suffer so much. 

FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 


Mw 
IIlustrating the Lesson 


Leaflets giving list of the lessons for the 
year and explaining the conditions upon which 
illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables." erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Conviction Not Enough.—Pilate saith 
unto them, Take ye him, and crucify 
him: for I find no fault in him (John 
19:6,. Golden Text). In the Bible we 
have the history of men like Herod, 
Felix, Agrippa, Pilate— men who had 
sincere interest in Christ and were vis- 
ited with conviction. But, just as ships 
at sea will sometimes emerge for a mo- 
ment from the shadows as they cross 
the pathway of the moon, and then are 
lost again in darkness and gloom, these 
men for a moment appeared in the light 
of conviction and opportunity, then dis- 
appeared forever!—From McCartney’s 
Illustrations. Sent by Mrs. Paul W. 
Evans, Hollister, Okla. 


The First and the Last.—Pilate saith 
Take ye him, and crucify him 
(John 19:6, Golden Text). Dr. A. J. 
Gordon relates the comments of the He- 
brew Christian scholar, Rabinowitz, on 
the first and last letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. “Do you know what ques- 
tioning and controversies the Jews have 
kept up over Zechariah 12:10, ‘They shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced’? 
They will not admit that it is Jehovah 
whom they pierced, Hence the dispute 
about the ‘whom.’ But this word ‘whom’ 
is in the original simply the first and 
last letters of the Hebrew alphabet, 
aleph and tav. Do you wonder then that 
I was filled with awe and astonishment 
when I opened to Revelation 1:7, 8, and 
there read, ‘Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him’; and then 
read on and heard the glorified Lord 
saying, ‘I am Alpha and Omega.’ The 
Lord seemed to say to me, ‘Do you doubt 
whe it is “whom” you pierced? I am 
the Aleph and the Tav of Zechariah 12: 
10, and the Alpha and Omega, Jehovah 
the Almighty.’”—From Moody Monthiy. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Killing Their Best Friend.—The chief 
priests stirred up the multitude (Mark 
15:11, R.V.). “For your lives!” cried the 
Portuguese captain of an African slave 


ship to a band of naked Negroes, as he - 


pointed to an English ship that had 
been in chase of him for some hours. 
“Fight for your lives!” he cried as he 
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& = Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
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luded and terrified Negrdes did as. they 
weré told, and in so doing wounded and 
killed their best friends, who had come 
to deliver them. So Jesus came to set 
the captives of sin free; but the chief 
priests rose against Jesus, and the very 
men He loved hied on to kill Him.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto; Can. 


Which Shall It Be?—What will ye then 
that I shall do unto him. ..? (Mark 
15:12.) “You must either crown Jesus 
or crucify Him.”—Dr. Campbell Mor- 
gan. 

I stood alone at the bar of God, 

In the hush of the twilight dim, 
And faced the question that pierced my 
heart: 
“What will you do with Him?” 
“Crowned or crucified? Which shall it be?’ 
No other choice was offered me. 


He held out His loving hands to me, 
While He pleadingly said, “Obey ! 

Make Me thy choice, for I love thee so” — 
And I could not say Him nay. 

Crowned, not crucified —this it must be; 
No other way was open to me. 


I knelt in tears at the feet of Christ, 
In the hush of the twilight dim, 
And all that I was, or hoped, or sought, 
Surrendered unto Him. 
Crowned, not crucified—my heart shall 
know 
No King but Christ, who loveth me so. 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Reversed Sentence.—And so Pilate 

. released Barabbas . . . and delivered 
Jesus ... to be crucified (Mark 15:15). 
Some years ago, in an Eastern city, a 
weH-known Jewish merchant had a 
warm-hearted Christian friend. These 
two businessmen used to meet together 
at lunch time and talk things over, and 
the Christian frankly put forward the 
claims of the Lord Jesus Christ. His 
Jewish friend would listen politely, but 
never make any comment. By ahd by, 
this Jewish merchant was taken very 
ill, and word came that he was dying. 
The Christian friend wanted to go to see 
him, but was told that he could not. 
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Finally he was told that he could go in. 
He promised not to talk -to him, and 
went into the room and slipped to the 
bedside and knelt there, taking his 
friend’s poor, thin hand in his own, and 
silently lifted his heart to God on be- 
half of the dying Jewish merchant. 
Then, as the sick man lay there, there 
was a change. His eyes opened, his lips 
parted, and he said just before he slip- 
ped into eternity, “Not Barabbas, but 
this Man.” See what-that meant? He 
had reversed the sentence of his peo- 
ple in Pilate’s judgment hall.—From 
“Addresses on the Gospel of John,” 
Jones, Otego, Ni Y.; and E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 503) 


1. It was envy that led directly to Christ’s 
crucifixion (Mark 15:10). This, then, and 
its allied sins: pride, backbiting, gossip, 
anger, and the like, must go from the truly 
separated Christian's life, for these are most 
certainly all.marks of the world. 


2. While we read that, the night before, 
the chief priests and the elders and the 
scribes and all the council sought for wit- 
ness against the Lord Jesus, in the morning 
the emphasis is that the chief priests held 
a consultation with the whole council. The 
implication is that, the night before, all 
the council that was there sought His life. 
Those present now, more “conscientious,” 
would not be willing to condemn Him to 
death at the hasty illegal trial, but would 
willingly vote that the illegal condemna- 
tion be carried out by sending Him to Pilate. 


3. Luke alone gives the charge that He 
perverted the nation, forbade the giving of 
tribute to Cesar, and said that He Himself 
was King (23:10). 

4. The Jewish leaders knew that Jesus 
claimed to be Messiah. They, then, ac- 
cused Jesus of putting into practice those 
things that they believed .their Messiah 
would do. They saw Him as a political 
power. 


5. It is a Latin word-and means “the 
palace.” 


6. He had been procurator since his ap- 
pointment by Tiberius in A.D. 26 and was 
over the provinces of Judea and Samaria. 
His home was in Czsarea, but he came to 
Jerusalem each year at the time of the 
Passover feast. 


7. He Was appealed to only because the 
Jewish people could not inflict the death 
penalty. (See John 18:31.) Though it was 
truly sin that sent Christ*to the cross, both 
Jews and Gentiles had their awful part in 
His condemnation. 


8. The verse might better be translated: 
Now every year, from feast to feast, it 
was Pilate’s custom to release one prisoner 
to the people, whomsoever they requested.” 
It was just an act of grace on his part, in- 
tended to keep the people in good humor 
and win their favor. 


9. Pilate wanted popularity more than he 
wanted anything else. The Jews did not 
look on him with favor, and politically he 
could not afford to have Rome realize this. 
He was weak and vacillating, and when he 
was unable to win the mob to the side that 
he knew was right, he went their way and 
was “willing to content the people.” 


10. Barabbas symbolizes all of mankind — 
in whose place Christ died. 


West Coiiincswoop, N. J. 











Lesson for June 1 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 1 


1. Alcohol, Tobacco, and My Health 
(1 Cor. 3:16, 17) 


, 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ONG before man had invented in- 

tricate devices for examining the 
human body, and long before he had 
developed accurate methods of diagnosis 
of disease, God’s Word had warned 
against the harmful and dangerous ef- 
fects of intoxicants upon the physical 
and mental and moral health of the 
indulger. Proverbs 20:1 tells us that in- 
toxicants promote “raging,” or brawl- 
ing, and that they are deceiving. Prov- 
erbs 23 tells of the “wounds without 
cause,” the “redness of eyes,” the “woe,” 
and “sorrow,” and “contentions” that 
accompany the use of intoxicants, and 
of its poisonous bite and sting. Ephe- 
sians 5:18 warns of the excess that is 
in wine, the awful thifst it creates for 
more and more. First Corinthians 9: 
25-27 holds out the example of the ath- 
lete who keeps his body under control, 
and who is temperate in all things in 
order that he may excel. 

But the greatest reason of all for ab- 
stinence from all that would harm these 
bodies of ours is seen in the fact that 
the Christian is not his own, but has 
been bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20). 
Therefore, he is obfigated to honor God 
in his body, which is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, and he must do nothing 
that would defile this temple (1 Cor. 
3:16, 17). 

we 

Young people should know that 
coaches and athletic trainers Without 
exception agree that alcohol and to- 
bacco-cut down efficiency. Howard E. 
Hamlin, supervisor of Health and Nar- 
cotics, State Department of Education, 
Ohio, in his little volume, “Alcohol Talks 
to Youth” (available by addressing 
School and College Service, Station B, 
Columbus, Ohio, 25 cents a copy), says 
that alcohol causes an athlete either to 
“jump the gun or to be the last to get 
off after the gun has been fired, because 
it makes him less certain of self-con- 
trol, and slows down his reaction time.” 

Connie Mack, famous basebali man* 
ager, has said, “I will not bother with 
youngsters who drink, for the game re- 
quires quick thinking and clean living.” 
To this he adds, “Old Man Booze has 
put more men out of the game than all 
the umpires put together.” 

The late Knute Rockne, famous foot- 
ball coach of Notre Dame University, 
forbade alcohol to piayers both in and 
out of season. 

Sir Frederick Treves said of a forced 
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march of British soldiers that “the 
drinkers dropped out just as clearly as 
if they had been labeled.” 


ye 

Anticipating the comment that doubt- 
less some young people will make, “I 
am not an athlete, and I need not be 
bound by the requirements that apply 
to success in athletics,” Glenn Cunning- 
ham, the famous track star who became 
a member of the faculty at Cornell Col- 
lege, Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and who pre- 
pared a host of husky young Americans 
for war-time service, has this to say, 
“I am thankful I do not come into con- 
tact with many ‘American young people 
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LIVE A VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE 











Animate 
your words with 


Building 
Life-Temples 


Gaspel-graph 


A series of flannel- 
graph object lessons 
for wane = 
truths to Junior-In- 
oti pases of colored = termediate boys and 
* 12 lessons gizls. 

-page lesson 


Available at most religious bookstores 


or at SCRIPTURE PRESS Chicogo to, til 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


whose thinking is so shallow and whose 
purposes for living at one’s best are so 
flabby and unworthy. It is hard for me 
to be patient when I meet or hear about 
boys and girls who do not value them- 
selves highly enough to learn what 
practices will aid their health and 
fitness, and what practices injure their 
.invaluable resources. Why, all the 
freedom of thinking and of choice 
is wasted on those who merely do, 
unthinkingly, what others do—be- 
cause that seems the easy, carefree way. 
More and more I find young people de- 
termined to. count for something, to 
leave an impress on their times, to live 
a life. Alcohol-free standards will help 
their progress. 
ve 

As to the effects of occasional drink- 
ing, daily drinking, and no drinking at 
all on the mentality of children and 
young people, Mr. Hamlin refers to a 
study made at Brestia, Italy, with a 
group of 3,999 students. In the group 
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“Sour the Word 
of God... 


—and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ” — most fittingly describes the 
spirit and purpose of FarrH. Absolute 
delity to God's written word and the 
highest type of Christian scholarshi 
brought to bear upon it, here unite with 
an earnest emphasis upon vital spiritual 
living and a personal and put wit- 
ness to that living Word apart from 
whom we can do nothing, 





The teaching is true at every point 
to the great Christian fundamentals. 
The system of doctrine contained in the 
Scriptures and expounded in the historic 
Westminster: Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms forms the basis of instruc- 
tion. Since the Bible is: true, it will 
stand the severest tests honestly applied. 
Modernistic theories therefore are care- 
fully examined, and the facts, together 
with all alleged discrepancies, are fear- 
lessly faced. 


‘For complete details upon other 
phases of Seminary life and work, 
please write direct to The Registrar, 
1303-T Delaware Avenue, Wil- 
mington 19, Delaware. 


The main Seminary. entrance, 
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poseful young men to trained 
Christian leadership. inset, men 
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of 462 nondrinkers, almost half had high 
grades, and only a few had poor grades. 
In the group of 1,516 who were occa- 
sional drinkers, less than a third had 
high marks, not a half had fair marks, 
and more than a fourth had poor marks. 
In the group of 2,021 children who were 
daily drinkers, not a third of them had 
high grades, a few more than a third 
had fair grades, but there were as many 
with poor grade’ as there were in both 
the occasional and nondrinking groups 
combined. 
eg 


A special commission to study the 
problem of drunkenness in Massachu- 
setts filed a report with the legislature 
on March 6, 1945. In the report this 
statement is made, “It is probably safe 
to say that about twenty-five per cent 
of the population in the mental hospitals 
of Massachusetts is due to or strongly 
related to causes growing out of the in- 
temperate use of alcoholic beverages, If 
the indirect effects were properly evalu- 
ated, the percentage would probably be 
much higher.” 

To all of this must be added the stag- 
gering record of personal injuries due 
to alcoholism. The full facts of the harm 
caused by alcoholism are not disclosed 
because very often hospital records do 
not reveal that those treated for injuries 
were injured because of intoxication. 
Dr. Merril Moore and Geneva M. Gray, 
Ph.D., in a research at Boston City Hos- 
pital on cases admitted between 1915 
and 1935, found more than a quarter 
of the delirium tremens patients died 
from pneumonia, and yet the death 
cause was given as pneumonia. The 
next most frequent,cause of death was 
dilation of the heart, with the underly- 
ing causitive factor alcoholism. 

ye p 

To be sure, few young people when 
they begin to indulge in intoxicants or 
tobacco have any idea that they will 
some day use these poisons to excess. 
But the solemn truth, proved by years 
of experience, is that both alcohol and 
tobacco create in the body a hunger 
for more and more. Again and again 
we hear +he boast, “I can take a drink, 
and let it alone,” or, “I can smoke, and 
stop when I want to.” The sad truth is, 
as almost every alcoholic or indulger in 
tobacco will admit if he is truthful, that 
such is not the case: Christian young 
people need to consider this soberly and 
to refuse to permit anything, or anyone, 
to have the mastery over them except 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

PHILADELPHIA. 











Advertising brings new things to the 

reader’s attention and teaches him how 

te use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
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Lesson for June 1 


Children at Home 


Il. Mrs. Robin Tells the Answer 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
(Continued from last week’s issue) 


<C:O THAT’S how it is,” explained 

Daddy a few days later. He had 
come home from work and sat with: 
Dickie on the porch swing. “Tom 
doesn’t want to change. He doesn’t like 
any of us and doesn’t want our help.” 


Dickie looked thoughtful. “We could 
pray,” he suggested. 
Instantly Daddy stood up. “That’s a 


splendid idea, Dickie. Supper isn’t quite 
ready yet, so we'll go upstairs together 
right now.” 

God saw father and son kneeling by 
the boy’s bed, and He heard both of 
them praying for poor Tom Benson. 

The next day Daddy was hurrying 
from his office to the place where he 
had parked his car, and there right. in 
front of him on the street stood Tom. 
He was looking in a bakery window. 

“Why, hello, Tom!” called Dickie’s 
father, holding out his hand with a jolly 
grin. “I’m mighty glad to see you— 
been wanting to for a long time. Can’t 
we go somewhere and talk business? 
How about that restaurant ahead there?” 

Daddy didn’t really give the boy a 
chance to say No, and in another mo- 
ment they were seated in the big, cool 
room with a pretty girl. asking what 
they would like. 

“What shall it be, Tom? My treat, 
you know. Order anything you like.” 

“Can I— can I have potato and meat?” 
whispered the boy. 

Suddenly Daddy understood that Tom 
was actually hungry. So he ordered 
hamburgers and mashed potatoes and 
all that went with them. They topped 
off with double ice cream. 

“There now,” smiled Daddy, “what I 
wanted to talk about was our Scout trip 
up in the deep woods. We'd like you 
to go along, and you’d have a great time. 
Some of the boys carry cameras and 
take pictures and some learn all. about 
trees or rocks. Others just hike. And 
we eat our lunches up on Bear Moun- 
tain.” 

“I —I don’t know that gang,” said Tom, 
his eyes still on his plate. 

“Oh, but you can know them. Come 
home with me now and meet my son 
Dick. He’s a bit younger than you, but 
he knows you and will be tickled pink 
to help you get acquainted with the 
other fellows. Maybe, too, you can help 
him learn the names of the trees.” 

Daddy paid the bill and went out. with 
Tom, still talking. Perhaps it was again 
because he had no chance to say No, 
that Tom found himself in the car be- 
side his friend. 

A few minutes later they stopped in 
front of a fine brick house that was 
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Dickie’s and then there was the little 
boy himself begging Tom to come and 
watch him feed Mrs. Robin. 

Later Daddy and Dickie together drove 
Tom home, along with a sack of Mother’s 
cookies and a box of early apples. 

“He’ll need a pal on that Scout trip,” 
explained Daddy on the way back. “And 
are you willing to be that pal, no mat- 
ter how he acts?” 

“Yes, Daddy, I'll try,” the boy prom- 
ised earnestly. 

The Scout trip seemed a success, but 
still Tom did not show up af Sunday 
school. 

“Maybe we'd better pray again,” ad- 
vised Dickie. And this time they went 
into the garage to do it, since Mother 
had company. 

Perhaps it was really Miss Rosalie 
who brought God’s answer. She was out 
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shopping and saw Tom in front of a 
grocery store. After a little talk, the 
two went into the store together. Be- 
fore many moments had passed, Tom 
had a job, delivering groceries. You see, 
Miss Rosalie’s father was owner of the 
store, so it wasn’t very difficult to man- 
age. 

Daddy learned about this on Friday 
night at the Sunday school teachers’ 
meeting. Next day, of course, he told 
Dickie. 

“The stepladder’s getting closer and 
closer, isn’t it?” said Dickie with a smile. 

“I guess that’s right,” agreed Daddy. 
“Pretty soon Tom won’t be scared of 
us any more.” 

“Like Mrs. Robin. She takes every- 
thing I bring her now, and doesn’t mind 
if I sit right ’side of her nest. She won’t 
get off even when I climb up fast.” 

The following Sunday Tom did come 
to Sunday school, but Dickie noticed 
how ashamed he looked, probably be- 
cause his clothes were ragged and dirty. 

“IT think we can fix that,” said Daddy 
later. “I'll get him a decent suit and 
some shoes, but it would be best not to 
mention it to the other boys. Can you 
keep it under your hat, pal?” 
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Dickie laughed. 
never tell.” 

So when next Sunday came “Tom 
looked much better: and held his head 
higher, too. And Dickie pretended not 
to notice his clothes at all. 

I may as well tell you now that it-wasn’t 
long after that before Tom received the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour from sin. 
Then he joined the Scouts, the Sunday 
school class, and, after a time, the 
church. And Dickie always said it was 
Mrs. Robin that God used to give the 
answer to that problem. 


FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
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For Family Worship. 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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Daily Bibie Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheel Lesson Committee. 

May 26 te June 1 

Mon.—2 Chronicles 29:3-11. 
A King Honors God. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONsS: “It is in mine 
heart to make a covenant with the Lord 
. that his fierce wrath may turn away 
from us.” Hezekiah, although he had 
an evil father, by the grace of God be- 
came a great and good king. God’s grace 
delights to reveal itself in unlikely per- 
sons, times, and places. God can raise 
up from “stones” children unto Abra- 
ham. During all the twenty-nine years 
of his reign Hezekiah honored God and 
was thérefore honored by Him. God’s 
promise still holds good. “Them that 
honour me I will honour, and they that 
despise me shall be, lightly esteemed” 
(1 Sam. 2:30). Let all of us be wise 
and serve God with a true heart and 
we shall know the blessing of God. Pray 
for Student Foreign Missions Fellow- 

ship, 64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1. 

Tues——2 Chronicles 29:15-20. 
Temple Worship Restored. 
PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “Then Hezekiah 
the king rose early, and gathered the 
rulers of the city, and went up to the 
house of the Lord.” Revival is brought 
about by consecrated people who do 
God’s will in God’s time and way. The 
pattern for promoting revival is ihe 
same in all revivals. The thirty-seven 
revivals of the Old Testament and all 
those of the New began with one man, 
who gathered about. him others in a 
union of faith, hope, and love, and pro- 
ceeded to live and serve God after a 
godly manner. There is no other way. 
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Will you be God’s man right in the cor- 
ner where you are? Pray for the Mult- 
nomah School of the Bible, 703 NE. 
Multnomah St., Portland 12, Oreg. 


Wed.—2 Kings 19:1-7. 
Leoking Godward in Peril. 
Prayer Succestions: “And it came to 
pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that 
he rent his clothes, and covered himself 
with sackcloth, and went into the house 
of the Lord.” 
times of trouble always are times of 
danger. Our best resource in trouble is 
God who allows it. Pray for His aid 
in it. Our first business is to seek the 
face of God. And then, having prayed, 
let us, as good king Hezekiah, work 
toward the answer to our prayers. 
Prayer without obedience is presump- 
tion; and works without prayer is folly. 
Look Godward and go forward. Pray 
for the Toronto Jewish Mission, Toronto, 
Can. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 19:14-20. 
God Answers Prayer. 
Prayer Succestions: “That which thou 
hast prayed to me against Sennacherib 
king of Assyria I have heard.” God’s 
law of prayer for us is part of His law 
of mercy to us. Many of the chiefest 
blessings of His goodness are on’ the 
ask and receive basis. If we do not ask 
for them we never shdil have them. 
Some of God’s favors, like rain and sun- 


Evil days will come; and . 
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shine and the seasons, come, apart from 
prayer; but pardon of sin, particular 
mercies, an understanding of God’s 
Word, and the blessings of peace, power 
to witness, and revival, must be prayed 
down. God answers righteous people 
who pray Biblical prayers. Pray for the 
Los Angeles Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary. 
Fri.—2 Kings 19:32-37. 
God Gives the Victory. 

Prayer Succestions: “And it came to 
pass that night, that the angel of the 
Lord went out, and smote in the camp 
of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore 
and five thousand: and when they arose 
early in the morning, behold, they were 
all dead corpses.” God never gives an 
incomplete victory. His work is per- 
fect in judgment or mercy. Have faith 
in God and in His might. Never de- 
spair of any situation so long as God 
hears prayer. Pray for the New York 
Gospel Mission to the Jews, 149 Avenue 
B, New York 9. 


Sat.—2 Kings 20:12-17. Yielding to Temptation. 

PraYeR SuccestTions: “Hezekiah heark- 
ened unto them, and shewed them all 
the house of his precious things .. . 
there was nothing in his house, nor in 
all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed 
them not.” These very treasures were 
soon taken to Babylon by the king of 
Babylon. Great men are not always 
wise. Beware lest you fail right after 
success. Times of blessing are always 
followed by a time of sharp temptation. 
Rejoice with trembling, and temptations 
will find you in humility and safety. 
Pray for the Westervelt Home and 
Schools, Batesburg, S. C. 


Sun.—Psalm 46. “Our Refuge and Strength.” 

Prayer Succestions: “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.” Many can say, “God is,” 
who dare not say, “God is our refuge 
and strength.” .All who know God thus 
know also that He is as near as prayer 
and as prompt as the present with His 
aid. The trouble with many kinds of 
aid is that it is not present. But God 
is present everywhere and the one whose 
God is the Lord will never be left deso- 
late. Pray for the Mino Mission, Ogaki, 
Gifu Ken, Japan. 
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teachers over the world because a its 
mation, sane presentation and conviction: 


Only $1, 1-year s ti You'll wonder 
didn’ t hey - Ee. Fong Write vier a 
PROPHECY 


Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta. Los Angeles 41 











teresting to study. 
especially for the small and 
ium sized school with helps for each 
age group. FREE specimens. 
American Sunday-School Union : 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

















THE BEST in VISUAL AIDS Now In 


BEAUTIFUL RICH COLORS AT Reduced Prices 
You will want this new, realistic, picture method of telling 
Bible stories or preaching illustrated sermons. Holds : 
your class spellbound. Discipline problems solved. | 
Give it a try in your class. You'll be surprised at the 
results. Children want to learn and they clamor for this 
new way of presenting Bible truths. You will double your ' 
attendance. Write for free’ folder telling all about this 
new method of teaching, to — 


STOR Y-0-GRAPHS, Dept. T, P.O. Box 145, Pasadena, Calif. 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 








STONY BROOK SCHOOL 
“Character Before Career” 


Completing a quarter century of service in the 

education of boys. Distinctive Christian training. 

seven to college entrance. 45-acre campus 

on the north shore of Long Island, accessible by 

train or car. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster. 
Address Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 

Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


MARION COLLEGE 
MARION, INDIANA 


Wesleyanic in Biblical interpretation, evangelistic 

in spiritual emphasis. Thirty states, twauey-et nt 
ominations represented in student 

pecially welcomes Christian veterans. er 


Box 30 





BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 


Endorsed by the Gerieral Association of Regular 
Baptist Churches, North. 


GREENVILLE COLLEGE 
A 4-year Co-Educational Christian Col- 
lege. Offers courses in Liberal Arts, Re- 
ligion, Teacher Training, Business, Music, 
Pre-Professional Sequences. Emphasizes 





Fundamental Evangelistic Premillennial development of Christian personality. 
Three-year Bible Course. Four-year Courses: Pas- Evangelical and Fundamental 
toral, Bissions, Christian Education, and Bible Summer School Fall Semester 
Secretarial. Paul R. Jackson, D.D., President; June 10 to August 20. Opens September 8, 1947. 
Vernon C. nds, B.D., Dean. H. J. Lon 
x . oe s, President 
Write for catalogue Greenville Hlinois 
STERLING COLLEGE BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 

High Scholastic Standards. 827 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, New York 
True to the Infallible Word. 


Upholds clean Christian life. 


(No smoking, cards, 
dancing, frats.) 
Trains Youth for Christian Work. 


Thorough and Conservative Courses 
A RESIDENT DAY SCHOOL 
Three-year courses in Theology, Christian Educa- 


tom opens June 3rd. Fall term begins September Summer session June 9 tion and Missions. A one-year Medical. No 
eservations must be made early. A catalog Fall semester September 8 tuition. Part time work available. / 
= ath Write Write for catalog today 
Wm. F. McConn, President President, Wm. M. MeCreery Sterling, Kansas Address Office ofthe Dean 





The Western Baptist Bible College 
528 33rd Street Oakland 9, California 
Three Year Bible School granting diploma. 
Approved for Veterans’ G. I. Training. 





Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhede Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 


Three-Year General Bible Course. 





To Know Him and te Make Him Known 


COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 
SUMMER SCHOOL 
at Columbia, S. C., June 14 to July 25 


Approv: Graduatg and undergraduate courses in Bible, Doc- 
Baptist ay a fe pede cae ——_— George A. Miles, President trine,' Greek, English, Biology, Christian Educa- 
15, 1947. Ample room for 100 new students. Send , tion, Music ‘including piano and voice). Send to 

information and application today. Write for catalogue director for folder. 
Robert C. McQuilkin Columbia, S. C. 





Emmaus BIBLE School 
Toronto, Ontario Chicago, Ilinois 
One-year Course Three-year Course 

Program strongly Bible-centered 
First-century doctrine combined with modern edu- 


cational me 
Write for Prospa&ctus 
81 Harcourt Avenue Toronto 6, Ontario 


The Baptist Bible Institute 
and School of Theology 
811 Wealthy Street, S.E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Sound Biblical > ge provided. 

® Two-year Pre- Theological course 
© Three-year logical course 

© Two-year Bible institute course 


Approved for veteran education. Dormitories for 
men and women. Write for catalog. 


Fort Wayne Bible Institute 
Announces 
the opening of fall semester September 9. 
Free catalogue upon req st 
Write Dept. ST : 
3820 S. Wayne Ave. 











William Jennings Bryan University 
Dayton, Tennessee, U. S. A. 


Chartered specifically for the higher education of 
youth “under auspices distinctly Christian and 
a, as a testimany to the supreme glory of the 

esus Christ, a Bible” to the divine inspiration and 
bored ility of the Bi For complete informa- 
tion, address Office of The President, Box T. 


“Christ Above Ali” 


HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 
A Christian Co-educational Boarding School 
College Preparatory Christ-centered 
Character Building Cultured Refined 
For further information, write 


Dr. P. W. DuBose, President 


Zellwood Florida 





Multnomah School of the Bible 


682 N. E. Holladay Portland 14, Oregon 
MORE BIBLE — WELL TAUGHT, 


’ More than 50% of the entire curriculum is Bible 


Dr. W. M. Aldrich, President 
Dr. J. G. Mitchell, Vice President 
Dr. B. B. Sutcliffe, Chairman of Trustees 





BEN LIPPEN BOYS SCHOOL 
Life More Abundant in the Lord Jesus Christ, Our 
Standard. - ; 
Our Athletic Program, All Major Sports. 


Our Classroom Offerings, High*School and Eighth 
V Grade Courses. 


In Everything We Honor the Lord and His Word. 


Dallas Theological Seminary 


An interdenominational seminary offering a 
standard theological course for college gradu- 
ates. Biblical, conservative, premillennial. 
Graduate school standards. Accredited. 


Approved for veterans. 
Address: Registrar 


3909 Swiss Avenue Dallas 4, Texas 





American Seminary of the Bible, Inc. 
1101 East 35th Street Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 


Thteing true to the Bible. Standard three-year 
course (including summer semester) in Bible, the- 
ology, and prayer for pastors, evangelists, Bible 
teachers, missionaries, and other Christian workers. 
Tuition, frec; room and board for preqical assign- 





Fort Wayne 6 Indiana Write to Headmaster, Route 4, Asheville, N. C. po ion eee, ee 
Grace Seminary MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE NYACK 
Winona e, Indiana % Thorough Bible study. Offers intensive courses in Theology, Missions, 


A standard theological school where the whole 
Word of God is eee and taught, and the high 
academic demands of Christian scholarship are 
directed toward a practical Christian ministry. Ap- 
proved for veteran education. No. tuition. 

Dr. Alva J. McClain, President 

Dr. Herman A. Hoyt, Registrar 


* Related onbiocs (music, children’s work, mis- 
sionary aviation, home nursing). 


* Soul-winning (learn by doing in Chicago’s mis- 
sions, prisons, hospitals). 


50,000 others have studied at MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE. 


153 Institute Place, S 37, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Christian Education, and Music. In each depart- 
ment the Bible is the major subject. For. further 
information, address: 


DR. THOMAS ee President. 
The Missi y Training Institute 
Nyack, New York 








ATLANTA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Offers a well-rounded training in Bible study, Mis- 
sions, Music, Pastoral training. 


TUITION FREE 
Accepted by Veterans’ Administration. 
For details write 
759 W. Peachtree St. Atlanta, Georgia 
“*A.B.I. emphasizes the BIBLE *’ 





Philadelphia School of the Bible 
1721 Spring Garden Street Phila. 30, Pa. 
Send for our sixty-page catalog 
Scholarships provided Faculty of 18 

; Day and Evening Courses 





W. Douglas Roe Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 
President Dean - . 


ROBERTS JUNIOR COLLEGE 
North Chili, New York 


Combines devotion to Christ and diligent search 
for truth which results in culture, scholarship, and 

pe. fervor needed to serve humanity 
uni 


Terms beginning June 23 and PD Sia 16. 


College and high school courses. Catalog and 
literature free. 
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